


On a bright evening on the last day of  the semester, the dormitory was filled with students talking how great their 
vacations will be. The students’ face was filled with laughter, and the thrilled voices of  these students were elated by 
the warm evening sun. The school main hall was busy with people packing their bags and throwing away textbooks. 
However, inside this laughter-filled atmosphere, few students were not packing their bags, were not throwing away 
textbooks, and certainly were not happy to talk about their vacation plan. When you ask these students why they weren’t 
happy, they would say: “we have signed up for the Summer School Program, and certainly this is something that we 
won’t be happy about.” 

The Summer AfterSchool of  Gafl is a program that allows students that are willing to study to use the dormitory 
and the main hall instead of  going home. It is a mistake to think of  this as a whole-day long self-study time, because this 
Summer Afterschool of  Gafl, of  Summer ASG, provides many various courses, including educational courses such as 
Mathematics, Language and Literature, Korean History, English Grammar, along with a few recreational courses such 
as Badminton and Calligraphy. Each student has to sign up for a minimum of  2 courses, and if  one course extends in 
to two 70-minute sessions, it was also recognized as taking 2 courses of  one session. And the students that have passed 
the course were students who were present every day of  that class. Among them, students that had high participation 
received a certificate which could be added on the resume that is presented in the college application. 

The Summer ASG’s official program started with students getting out of  their dormitories by 7:20, and this brought 
many students to complain about the tight schedule. However, first session started at 8:30 so the students could have 
time to prepare for their classes. Each session was 70 minutes long. There were 3 sessions before lunch and 2 sessions 
after lunch were followed by one session of  free period. After this free period was dinner, and dinner was followed 
by two 70 minute sessions and 120 minute session. After this, the students carried their heavy bodies back to the 
dormitories to get some rest and to chat with their friends, with occasional students playing computer games 
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The highlight of  Summer ASG was late at night, when students gathered in their dormitories after a good day of  hard 
work. After saying goodbyes to their friends, the students were all back at the dormitories when the clock announced 
midnight. The dormitory used for Summer ASG was the dormitory that is usually used by girls. This is due to the fact 
that only 1/3 of  the whole Gaflians had signed up for this ASG program, and the school decided to utilize the extra 
space in the girl’s dormitory building. The boy’s dormitory building was cleaned and organized during summer ASG. 
To avoid very embarrassing situation, the girls used 2nd to 7th floors, and the boys used the 8th and the 9th floor. To 
make sure that these young boys and girls were separated, the boys and the girls used different elevators when going to 
their dormitory rooms 

Summer ASGs.

One major incident during Summer ASG was when the air conditioning system for the 9th floor went out of  order. 
The students that lived on the 9th floor had to battle with the summer heat reaching up to 27 degrees at night with no 
air conditioning. Many students failed to get sound asleep until 3 in the morning, when the summer heat started to cool 
away as the night deepened. Some students who failed to endure this hot air eventually escaped to the 1st floor, which 
was empty because it was previously used by IB students. This night is still remembered one of  the most terrible nights 
during 

Outside of  educational curriculum, there was a volunteer program in the school library to organize the books in 
alphabetical order in the newly designed library. This program took place every lunch time, and thanks to the volunteers, 
the school library became ready to welcome the students that will be back in school in 3 weeks. 

On the second last day of  Summer ASG, a mass-scaled 11 vs 11 soccer match between the 2nd graders were 
organized to celebrate the last bit of  freedom and fun they could have before going back to the original school routine. 

On the last day of  Summer ASGs, students that did not pack their bags at the last day of  school finally did so with 
happy faces, and talked about their plans to enjoy the last 3 days of  vacation before going back to the original routine. 
The Summer ASGs may have started off  with tiredness, but it surely would be remembered as one memory a person 
would keep during the rest of  his life. 
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Special Thanks to...

We thank GAFL teachers, 

Sarah Fountain, 
ChenJianmei, 

Hayato, 
and Hyein Jang 

who revised the articles and gave feedbakcso to student reporters.

They were a great help in successfully 

producing GAFL Times 4th edition.
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This magazine concludes the year 2014 and marks the 

new beginning which will be carried out by our 11th GAFLians. 

TOPNOTCH, as the word implies, has long been a topnotch 

group as well as a topnotch learning environment for young and 

talented journalists. 

During my two years in TOPNOTCH, my essays have gone 

through several improvements in writing structure and skills. As 

I write through international articles, I came to have a consistent 

interest in world events, and it was during those years that I 

began to have a dream in the field of journalism. Recalling my 

past two years, TOPNOTCH was not just a group of students, 

but a source of inspiration that pushed me further. Last year, 

seeing my articles in GAFL TIMES volumeⅢ was an excitement, 

and it is such a great pleasure to continue to produce the 4th 

volume of GAFL TIMES this year.

The year 2014 has been full of passion and joyful experiences. 

But it also might have been a challenge for most of the writers. 

I would like to thank all the writers and editors for producing 

such informative and high-quality articles even when they had 

so much school work to do. I also thank the sub-writers all of 

whom actively participated in writing, editing and publishing 

although TOPNOTCH is not their main club. For almost a year, 

every member of the TOPNOTCH worked hard on writing and 

elaborating their own articles one by one and this magazine 

represents what they have accomplished so far.

It is indeed no exaggeration to say that this magazine is “the 

year 2014” itself. Turning the pages, the readers of GAFL Times 

will be able to recall memorable events of the year 2014, and look 

through various issues around the world that are worth learning. 

In every page are the traces of the past months GAFLians and 

the world have undergone and I hope both the readers and the 

members of TOPNOTCH enjoy it. 

24 stories 
all over 58 pages. 

EPILOGUE

Vice editor in chief 2014

Minji Koo
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