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Taiwan? Taipei! 
2210 SeoHyeon Kim 

 

Have you ever been to Taipei? Taipei is the capital city of Taiwan, a country which attracts 

a lot of tourists every year with polite manners and its peculiar specialty. It is located inside 

the continent of China, and facing China’s Fujian province. It has been under govern of Japan, 

and is now acknowledged as independent country since 1949.  

Let’s fall in love with Taipei with this article! 

To introduce Taipei’s specialty briefly, it is famous for its food, and clean and 

tidy environment. 

I previously traveled to Taipei during August 3~6 2015, and I was able to 

experience specialties of Taipei. The city is so clean, and its nobility is 

also extraordinary. All of the citizens are friendly and 

hardworking. I was surprised to notice their polite manners and their 

enthusiasm to introduce us the things that we were curious about.  

One of the most popular sightseeing point of Taipei is “TAIPEI 101”. Its 

original name is “Taipei International Financial Center”. It is usually 

used to undertake financial matter of Taipei, but it is also used as 

popular-tourist destination in the international view. This tower is the 3
rd
 

largest tower in the world. It is famous for its outstanding view on the 

89th floor. It is landmark of Taipei, and is inducing a lot of tourists 

continuously. I recommend you to visit 101 at night for the most beautiful 

view, and cross a platform bridge as a tool to reach TAIPEI 101 and enjoy 

the street of Taipei, too. In addition, after the observatory, having a 

dinner in the restaurant ‘Karen’ would be also a good choice to finish 

your day. 
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Another place to visit is Yeliu. Yeliu is a tourist destination which is located in Tai-Pei beach. It 

is also one of the necessary destination which travelers recommend the most. The interesting 

feature of this place is its gorgeous view composed of beautiful rocks carved by erosion. Each 

shapes of the rock shows beautiful features together inside the beach, and the most popular 

and famous rock in Yeliu is ‘The Head of the Queen’. I recommend you to enjoy this place by 

travelling by taxi for detailed and convenient trip.  

The last point that I want to introduce is Sifen, which means 10minutes in Chinese. This is a 

town which represents the cultural specialty of Tai-pei by providing some traditional 

commodities related to Tai-Pei, and it is an extension of the town name ‘jiufen’, which is a 

destination containing various kinds of stores from a lot of countries. Sifen is composed of 

railroad, traditional food store, and many other traditional products. It is famous for its antique 

atmosphere and flying fly-lantern event. The event will provide you with memories, and the 

pictures on the railroad and antique atmosphere of street would be an important additional 

experience. 

Taipei would be the best choice for your family!  
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Beautiful Sorrows 
 

 

This is not just a book. <Beautiful 

Sorrows> is THE book all written by 

GAFL students. Six GAFL students 

translated one Korean Short Story each 

into English. The stories are; <The Death 

of Grandmother> translated by Lee Ji-

Yoon;<The Record of Expiry> translated 

by Park So-Yeon; <The Escape> by Kim 

Su-young; <A Rickshaw Man> by Lee 

Su-Hyun; <The Poor Wife> by Chang 

Young-Zi, and <Minutes of Animals> by 

In Su-Jin. Two of the students, So-yeon 

and Young-Zi also took part in 

illustration of <Beautiful Sorrows>. After 

a year of the hard work, the book was 

finally published in April 30th.  

In fact, <Beautiful Sorrows> was originally written as a project at school.  However, after 

learning that several students at GAFL had published Korean short stories translated in 

English a few years ago, the students decided to publish another one ourselves and show 

beauty of Korean folk stories to anyone who has an interest in Korean culture. 
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Although all six students liked the idea of making a book on their own, it was not all 

sunshine and roses. More than 300 pages in total, the book required time, patience, and 

diligence. Translating folk stories into English wasn’t easy – since all the six stories were 

written at least 50 years ago (the copyright of the books expires 50 years after it was 

published), there were many archaic words that are not in use these days. The six students 

also added detailed notes to the point that are hard to understand, and looked over each 

other’s work again and again. All of these tasks weren’t easy, especially when you are 

participating in a busy life at GAFL, where students have to be busy bees studying for mid 

and final exams and preparing for countless tests. Nevertheless, with their own endeavor over 

a long period of time and the help of our supervisor and English teacher Jong-Hyub Ahn, the 

students finally published <Beautiful Sorrows>. 

Il-gu Kim, a professor of Hannam University who provided help for the students said in the 

word of recommendation, “The six young high school translators have done more historically 

valuable project than setting up a stone monument”. One of the students, So Yeon Park 

commented in the epilogue of the book, “I truly hope this book becomes a help to people 

who want to study or enjoy the beauty of Korean literature all around the world”. 

<Beautiful Sorrows> is now available in online shops Aladin, Gyobo bookstore, Interpark, 

and Bandi&Luni’s, so if you think it is worth a look, try reading and ‘enjoy the beauty of 

Korean literature’! 
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IB Prospective Student Day  

- the First of Many? 
 

1410 Jeongeun Kim 

 

 

On May 23, 2015, the IB Student Committee opened a new event on the grounds of Gyeonggi 

Academy of Foreign Languages (GAFL). The Committee wanted to inform middle school students 

about the IB Programme being enforced at GAFL for the students in the international 

department. The potential students were guided by the GAFLians and were able to take part 

in a few classes, such as Economics, Mathematics, and Theory of Knowledge (TOK). The 

hopefuls were also able to try their hand at lacrosse, a sport that many of the IB 

students learn at GAFL.  

 

Though there were some 

technical difficulties, the 

first IB Prospective Student Day 

was a major success that might 

quite hopefully become the first 

of many. There were more than a 

hundred students who were ready 

to hear what the IB Programme 

was all about. Freshman Vice 

Chair Yehrim Park said that the 

new challenge caused everyone 

involved to become nervous. 
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This is the first year that the IB Committee has attempted to do open a Prospective 

Student Day for potential freshmen students. Were there any areas in need of improvement? 

Do you have any regrets? 

We were probably all nervous 

about it since the event had 

never been done before. There was 

definitely a lot of confusion, 

and some of us were reluctant to 

be more outgoing towards the 

visiting students. I think that I 

could have done better at the 

registration desk, I had a hard 

time knowing exactly what to say 

to the visitors. 

How did you feel, knowing that 

some of these students could become next 

yearʼsPreDPs? 

Excited, definitely. I was the overseer of the 

Theory of Knowledge (TOK) classes. There were some 

students who could answer ambiguous puzzles even 

before someone could say ʻanagramsʼ! I was 

impressed, and Iʼm really looking forward to seeing 

who will come to GAFL next year. 

Why did you decide to open this event? 

Many people are not aware of the IB Programmeʼs existence. Those who do are not quite 

informed about what the Programme does. Our school is the first Korean high school to 

adopt this programme, and we wanted to inform people that the IB Programme insures 

students to become well-rounded and educated.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

42



Special Sections 

GAFL TIMES vol.5│42 

IB Prospective Student Day  

- the First of Many? 
 

1410 Jeongeun Kim 

 

 

On May 23, 2015, the IB Student Committee opened a new event on the grounds of Gyeonggi 

Academy of Foreign Languages (GAFL). The Committee wanted to inform middle school students 

about the IB Programme being enforced at GAFL for the students in the international 

department. The potential students were guided by the GAFLians and were able to take part 

in a few classes, such as Economics, Mathematics, and Theory of Knowledge (TOK). The 

hopefuls were also able to try their hand at lacrosse, a sport that many of the IB 

students learn at GAFL.  

 

Though there were some 

technical difficulties, the 

first IB Prospective Student Day 

was a major success that might 

quite hopefully become the first 

of many. There were more than a 

hundred students who were ready 

to hear what the IB Programme 

was all about. Freshman Vice 

Chair Yehrim Park said that the 

new challenge caused everyone 

involved to become nervous. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Special Sections 

GAFL TIMES vol.5│43 

 

 

This is the first year that the IB Committee has attempted to do open a Prospective 

Student Day for potential freshmen students. Were there any areas in need of improvement? 

Do you have any regrets? 

We were probably all nervous 

about it since the event had 

never been done before. There was 

definitely a lot of confusion, 

and some of us were reluctant to 

be more outgoing towards the 

visiting students. I think that I 

could have done better at the 

registration desk, I had a hard 

time knowing exactly what to say 

to the visitors. 

How did you feel, knowing that 

some of these students could become next 

yearʼsPreDPs? 

Excited, definitely. I was the overseer of the 

Theory of Knowledge (TOK) classes. There were some 

students who could answer ambiguous puzzles even 

before someone could say ʻanagramsʼ! I was 

impressed, and Iʼm really looking forward to seeing 

who will come to GAFL next year. 

Why did you decide to open this event? 

Many people are not aware of the IB Programmeʼs existence. Those who do are not quite 

informed about what the Programme does. Our school is the first Korean high school to 

adopt this programme, and we wanted to inform people that the IB Programme insures 

students to become well-rounded and educated.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

43



Special Sections 

GAFL TIMES vol.5│44 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do you believe that today will be helpful to the middle school students when making their 

decision? 

I definitely believe so. I really envy the fact that they have the access to all of this 

information, as the majority of the current PreDP students did not last year. 

Do you think that this event was a success? 

I believe that it could have gone a bit better, but yes, overall the students seemed 

pretty well focused during the long sessions. I think that no one came to todayʼs event 

and left feeling disappointed, and that constitutes as a success. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Special Sections 

GAFL TIMES vol.5│45 

Culture of Korea - How has it Changed? 
1307 Minji Kim 1410 Jeongeun Kim 1323 Doori Lee 

 
Hanbok 
 

The Hanbok is the traditional dress of our people, 
Koreans. The Hanbok’s beautiful colors and the 
sleek lines create a masterpiece of design. However, 
few people in Korea wear the Hanbok on a daily 
basis. Though the picture of a Japanese woman 
wearing a Yukata or a Kimono is known famously 
throughout the world, Hanboks have yet to see that 
kind of widespread fame. This is because a lot of 
Japanese people wear traditional clothes on many 
days of the year. They have nation-wide festivals 
celebrating the Japanese clothing, and some even wear traditional clothing in their everyday 
lives. One thing is for sure, and that is that almost every Japanese person at least owns a 
Yukata or a Kimono. 
 

In contrast, Korean people do not wear the Hanbok in their 
everyday lives. In fact, it is hard to find someone enjoying the 
Hanbok. Personally, the last time I wore a Hanbok was on either 
Chuseok or Seolnal, and even that was quite a few years ago. These 
days special holidays and traditional festivals go unnoticed and my 
Hanbok stays in the back of my closet, and I’m not alone when it 
comes to that situation. Many people in Korea are in the same 
circumstances. This brings us to the big question: Why does no one 
wear the Hanbok anymore? To find out, I constructed a special 
survey for the students of GAFL. The survey below reports the 
findings based on the answers of 13 students of the GAFL English-
Japanese department. 
 
 

 
<Survey Results> 
 
Q1. Do you wear Hanbok in Seolnal and Chuseok? 
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Q2. Do you or have you worn Hanbok  
on any other days of the year?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As you see, the number of people wearing Hanbok has reduced. Thus, we should keep our 
own clothing culture by wearing the Hanbok more frequently. 

Q4. In your opinion, do you think that the 
number of people wearing Hanbok has 
reduced? 
 

 Q3. Since you have come to GAFL, have you 
ever worn Hanbok other than Manner 
education class? 

Q5. If so, in your opinion, why? 
A) Korean are not proud of the Hanbok as 
their cultural heritage 
B) The Hanbok is too uncomfortable to 
wear 
C) The cost of the Hanbok is extravagant 
D) The Hanbok is no longer commonly 
worn 
E) Other 
 

 
6. What is the problem with the Hanbok not 
being worn? 
A) Korea’s culture is disappearing 
B) The holidays that are unique to Korea 
are losing what sets them apart 
C) We lose the opportunity to re-introduce 
the beauty of the Hanbok 
D) We lose our pride about our culture 
E) Other 
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Hangeul Is In Our Hands 
 
 

Our world is changing rapidly, and Hangeul is not an 
exception. Nowadays, we see many teenagers use unofficial 
abbreviations and grammatically wrong sentences while chatting 
with their friends and writing comments online. Many linguists 
criticize this kind of “teen culture” because they believe that it is 
destroying the beauty of our language. Their worries are backed 
up by statistics. In a survey led by Chosun Newspaper of 
adolescents aged 12 through 18, the results showed that not only 
do many present teenagers lack grammatical skills but also are 
incapable of spelling even the most basic, elementary, words.  
 
 

However, though ubiquitous use of 
Internet lingo may have some negative 
effects, (such as the ones mentioned above) 
some people believe that we should 
embrace, and not exclude, the change. 
Though there may be many disadvantages, 
we must not fail to see the good along with 
the bad. The use of the changing “New 
Hangeul” among adolescents has shown to 
create or strengthen a bond between certain 
groups of people. Furthermore, this new 
form of communication could become a 
new conversation topic, hence becoming a 
bridge to the relationship between one 
generation to the next.  

 
 
 
 

Culture must be preserved, yes. However, culture must also 
expand and add onto itself. This reporter adamantly believes 
that the advancement of culture concerning the language of 
Korea should be accepted. It is in our hands to control and 
adjust Hangeul in its new form and accept it as a new part of 
our culture. 
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Food 
 

Unlike the streets of Korea ten years ago, 
the streets of today’s Korea are also 
intermittently lined with dessert cafes, 
pizzerias, and bakeries. It may have been 
the misguided consensus among Koreans 
that many of Korea’s younger generations 
prefer eating at the westernized restaurants. 
Too many, classy overpriced sandwich 
shops are considered “trendy” and 
contrastingly, stores that sell such food 
such as kimchi chigae, bulgogi, and 
bibimbap are seen as “old fashioned” or  
“ancient”.  
 

However, I couldn’t help but wonder if greasy fried chicken and topping-stuffed pizzas 
were really all that the youth of Korea loved to eat. 
 

  To satisfy my curiosity, I took a quick survey of 
the IB freshman class, and I found some surprising 
results. Only a small handful of students declared 
that they disliked traditional Korean foods. Though 
there was an overwhelming agreement that many 
students favored western style foods, it cannot be 
denied that certain Korean foods had not been 
forgotten. Many of my classmates said that they 
loved certain Korean dishes, such as galbi or yukhoe. 

When asked why some Korean foods were more appealing for them than other western foods, 
the most comprehensive reason would be that Korean foods used more natural ingredients, 
not touched by excessive seasonings or sauces. 
 

Therefore, I believe that there is no worry about Korea’s culinary culture disappearing 
from the hearts of Korea’s citizens. The introduction of western foods pose no threat to our 
food culture. Instead, perhaps people can see it as a sign of globalization; though there is 
more variety in food choice, Korean people still love all foods alike. Though Koreans no 
longer wear the traditional Hanbok, or sing the original songs of the old, they still retain a 
taste for all sorts of food. Thankfully, traditional Korean foods are still on the list of beloved 
foods 
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All about Korean Thanksgiving 
1121 Hayeong Lee 1223 Yoonmi Jo 1407 Kyusang Choi 

Thanksgiving is a day of giving thanks to 
God for the harvest. It is primarily 
celebrated in Canada and in the United 
States. Families gather around to eat foods 
like roasted turkey and various pies. People 
in Korea also celebrate Thanksgiving in 
their own way and Koreans call it Chuseok. 
Chuseok is the 8th of August on the lunar 
calendar and is the Korean version of 
Thanksgiving, but the types of foods and 
things people do differ greatly from those of 
North America. 

On Chuseok, adults cook a diversity of 
delicious foods and children eat and play for 
three to four days. Most of the types of 
foods they eat during Chuseok are greasy, 
sweet, and contain a lot of salt. Therefore, 
after Chuseok is over, a number of Koreans 
gain a lot of weight. In a recent news article, 
it was stated that the government has 
released approximately 6000 tons of fishery 
products in preparation for Chuseok. This 

implies that supermarkets and department 
stores are getting ready for the hundreds and 
thousands of customers who will soon start 
shopping to cook for the holiday. 

The gift sets exchanged during Chuseok 
are also a matter of controversy. This is 
because the cost of them is way too high. 
However, customers have no other choice 
but to buy them because they send those gift 
sets to relatives or other people to whom 
they wish to express their gratitude. The 
most popular types of gift sets are fruits, 
especially apples and pears and also beef. 
Producers not only wrap their goods many 

times to make them look bigger and better 
but also spend a lot of time and money into 
decorating the goods in order to make them 
look more appealing. These are probably all 
part of the marketing strategies companies 
use to attract customers and increase their 
sales. 

Some families might get together in Seoul, 
but most Koreans go to the provinces, 
journeys that can take up to ten hours or 
more. While some people may choose to 
take their own car, since the ride is too long, 
most prefer to take trains. Hence, a few 
weeks before Chuseok, moms and dads take 
part in the ticketing war. The cost of tickets 
rise when the d-day approaches, so it is 
recommended that people book their tickets 
as soon as possible. 

Like other Korean traditional holidays, 
family members also gather together on 
Chuseok. As they do so, they enjoy games 
and diversions although they are different in 
each house. Like families play a game of yut 
on New Year’s Day, on Chuseok they play 
gangangsulae a game which women used to 
play on the night of August 15th near Honam 
area, Uiseong Gama SSaum,a folk game 
played near Uiseong is a turtle game in 
which people wander from house to house 
in turtle-like costumes. People also enjoy 
bullfight, ssireum, tug-of-war and so on.  
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All about Korean Thanksgiving 
1121 Hayeong Lee 1223 Yoonmi Jo 1407 Kyusang Choi 
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As always, “safety is sexy.” People should pay particular attention to their safety as 
hundreds of people gather on Chuseok. Nonsan Fire Station announced that it would conduct 
a program called “fire prevention program for Chuseok” to make the holiday safe and to 
prevent any unfortunate accidents from happening.  

The fire department stated that it would especially investigate whether enough fire 
extinguishing facilities are operating in large markets, passenger terminals and theaters where 
a lot of people gather. Also, it would actually visit 12 PVC greenhouses being used for living 
and social welfare facilities to check fire-related facilities and would educate people 
concerning firefighting safety. Especially from the 26thof August to the 18thof September, it 
would construct a safe environment around terminals and nightclubs by cracking down on 
people who deliberately shut down the power of fire extinguishing facilities or block 
emergency exits and fire exits.  

Furthermore, BongHe Lew, the fire marshal of Nonsan Fire Station, also stated that it is 
more likely for various kinds of negligent accidents and traffic accidents to happen than usual 
during the holidays and entreated people to notify 911 immediately after the occurrence of 
accidents.  

As previously stated, families usually play a lot of games on Chuseok, however, as time 
goes by there are more families whoprefer enjoying cultural activities, such as watching 
movies and musicals orenjoying folk plays. This being so, it is not easy to sell movie tickets 
in advance. Here I would like to introduce you some movies that target audiences during 
Chuseok, 2015. 

If you are 15 or older, the movie named 
Detective: the beginning will be released on 
24th September starring Gwon Sangwu and 
Seong Dong Il. The story of the movie is 
that the country’s biggest internet café 
which is run by a power blogger named 
Kang Daman(Gwon Sangwu) who 
investigates unsolved murders later meets a 
legendary investigator inthe special 
investigation team. The film follows their 

secret operation to clear their workmate detective of false accusations. It is a highly 
anticipated movie according to a Naver Movies vote result which shows that 1298 people out 
of 1519 said they would like to go see this movie.  
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Next is a movie called Sado starring Song Gang Ho, 
Moon Geun Young and Yu A In. In the usual tradition of 
Chuseok and other traditional holidays, it is a historical 
movie. Just as you could watch the historical movies 
GwangHae: A man became a king and SangUiWon 
respectively on 2012 Chuseok and 2014 Chuseok, you can 
see a new historical movie in 2015 Chuseok. The actor 
Song Gang Ho plays King YoungZo and the movie also 
stars Yu A In, Sadoseja and Moon Geun Young, HeGyeong 
Gung Hong Si. It is also a highly interested movie because 
those three actors are all famous.  

 

 

The last holiday movie that I want to introduce is Western 
Front Line. Nambok (Sul Gyeong Gu) who is forced to return 
to his unit 3 days before the end of his furlough and is 
assigned to be a carrier for top-secret documents. However he 
loses everything in an attack by the North Korean Army. 
Meanwhile, YoungGwang (Yeo Jin Gu) who only learned how 
to drive a tank by reading a few books and hadn’t ever driven 
one also loses everything because of the bombing and meets 
Nambok on his way home. He accidently gets Nambok’s top-
secret documents and the movie portrays the perils and 
problems they face getting back to their respective home.  

Legend of Rabbit: legend of fire if you have any children is 
also a good holiday choice.  

The purpose of celebrating Chuseok is thanking God for the 
harvest but instead of that, many families nowadays get together to meet up with their 
relatives, including those who live far away. Time flies as families eat, play games and share 
things they have gone through. 
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1323 Doori Lee 

 

As we studied from morning to night for our final exam, we prayed for a lazy, 

relaxing summer vacation, hoping for an escape from the extreme stress in GAFL. 

However, our dreams were crumbled to dust by the tremendous amount of summer 

vacation homework. After GVT (Global Vision Trip) for a week, not even a month was left. 

Many complained that the vacation was too short to finish the homework. So, I decided to 

make a survey asking 15 first graders about their opinions and views of the summer 

vacation homework. Overall, many complained about the amount of homework and the 

fact that there was little time to finish Italia. 

 

Only one student, a Chinese major, was satisfied 

with the vacation homework, marking that she was 

fine with it and made remarkable progress in her 

English because of it. She admitted that it took a lot of 

time to finish it, but it actually helped her in many 

ways. On the contrary, another student considered 

the homework useless and a waste of time (The 

majority of students also had negative views about it).  
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The other factor that many students complained about was time. Summer vacation is 

technically one month. However, as soon as final exam finished, unlike the other grades, 

first graders went to GVT to do volunteer work, which took a week. After spending 7days 

in a foreign country, we were jet lagged and tired. Obviously we needed some time to 

rest.  

 

To reduce this burden, my classmates and I thought that rather than analyzing modern 

Korean poetry or contemporary novels, we believed that writing book reports was much 

better. 

 

Summer vacation exists for students to take a break from the busy days in school and 

to have an opportunity to explore our interests and talents outside school. It is clear that 

feeling uneasy and spending the whole day analysing poems is a totally inefficient way to 

spend your holiday.  

 

What is more important is giving students time to think about their future, and I think 

reading books in various subjects is the most effective type of homework to enlighten the 

students. 
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着人们的物质生活水平越来越高，现代人开始强调健康的生活。为了健

康的生活，人们正在改变着他们的态度。 

 

☑首先，你要改变不健康的饮食习惯。比如，常

常喝含糖含量很高的饮料或喜欢吃巧克力和糖果，这

样的习惯对人们的身体健康很不好。研究表明，这样

的饮食习惯会危害人们的身体健康。而且最近很多人

表明他们是素食主义者。素食主义就是不吃肉类。一

位医生说最近很多人患有肠胃病，因为现代的人们常

常吃肉类。素食主义不但对身体健康很好，而且对减

肥很有效。 

☑其次，你一定要经常运动锻炼身体。锻炼身体

不但有助于减肥，还会增强你的免疫力。很多现代人有

肥胖症，因为他们的物质生活很丰富和没有时间做运动。

肥胖症对人们的身体健康有害，因为肥胖症会招致很严

重的身体疾病。常常跟朋友们或家人一起出去打球或跑

步可以锻炼出结实的身体。 

健康的生活态度 
2211 Sieun Kim 
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☑最后，乐观的态度也会让你过上健康的生活。

如果你有积极的态度的话，你会很容易交朋友。交朋友

也是健康的生活态度的体现。比如，我奶奶以前得到了

癌症。医生说她的疾病是一种很难可以医治的疾病，她

对人们有很悲观的态度。但是最近她开始上老年人大学，

交了很多同年的朋友。然后她就改变了悲观的态度。上

次她去看医生的时候，医生说她的病患好了很多。他说

这就是奶奶乐观的态度创造的奇迹。 

 

总之，为了健康的生活态度，你应该改变不健康的饮食习惯，有时候要

放弃喜欢的东西，需要锻炼身体，还需要乐观的态度。虽然得到健康的生

活态度看似很难，但是运用适当的方法和积极的态度一定会有很好的结果。 
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TOPNOTCH is a representative magazine of the GAFL community whose articles cover a variety of 
topics such as ＇GAMUN‘, ‘IS‘, ‘Attractive Korean Culture‘ among others. It a reminder of both 
delightful experiences and complex issues we overcame during our time at GAFL such as PK, Exams, 
and Gafliesta. After the long time of preparation, our ‘Fruit’ is finally ready to show you the year of 
2015. 

There has been a lot of behind the scenes work by all of our effort of all journalists who wrote their 
articles in a fabulous way by regularly getting feedback and discussing topics related to the content of 
the article, GAFL teachers who gave us excellent feedback about the specific aspects of grammar 
and manners. Also, there was the editorial staff who designed ‘GAFL TIMES 2015’.  

Being the vice editor in chief of TOPNOTCH was a so meaningful to me because it led me to learn 
the procedure of cooperating with our teammates. To gather all the information and articles to make a 
fruit of a single book, by having a discussion about various social issues and objective information. 
We improved our writing skills thanks to positive cooperation with Gaflians who recommended many 
points about the articles, and be a friend with all of our mates who participated in the publication of 
this magazine. 

I’m looking forward to seeing the next ‘Fruit’ of our juniors’ GAFL TIMES which will be published by 
the 12th and 13th Gaflians. I believe they will definitely be trustworthy publishers who will light up 
TOPNOTCH.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   EPILOGUE 

Vice Editor in Chief 

2015  Seohyeon Kim 
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It’s already the end of the year 2015. As a member of TOPNOTCH, how do 

you feel? 

Hayeong Lee 

In the beginning of first grade, everything was new to me and club activities were also 

one of them. However, spending time with Topnotch members every week debating 

about recent social issues and discussing news articles with each other was a lot of 

fun. What I liked most about Topnotch is the fact that I have the opportunity to write 

an article in English periodically. I think the fact that I don't come across much English 

in everyday life makes Topnotch a more meaningful club. As a journalist in Topnotch I 

have accomplished and experienced a lot in less than a year. I surveyed a group of 

students to compile statistics and interviewed teachers and students and wrote articles 

about them too. Also, I wrote group articles along with other Topnotch members 

which led to articles with various perspectives and richer material. Having my articles 

corrected by a native speaker greatly contributed to the advancement of my English. 

I'm so glad I am a member of Topnotch and will actively participate in the activities in 

the following year as well. 

 

Shery Ahn 

It was an honor for me to participate in publishing GAFL TIMES. I could learn a lot of 

social and political issues happening around the world and broaden my perspective 

through the publication of GAFL TIMES.  

Junha Hwang 

通过我这两年的活动我自己发现我的汉语写作水平明显提高,我很高兴能在京畿外高做这么有意
义的活动。我还觉得跟团员们一起和睦相处的时间给我留下了很大的回忆。 
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about them too. Also, I wrote group articles along with other Topnotch members 

which led to articles with various perspectives and richer material. Having my articles 

corrected by a native speaker greatly contributed to the advancement of my English. 

I'm so glad I am a member of Topnotch and will actively participate in the activities in 

the following year as well. 

 

Shery Ahn 

It was an honor for me to participate in publishing GAFL TIMES. I could learn a lot of 

social and political issues happening around the world and broaden my perspective 

through the publication of GAFL TIMES.  

Junha Hwang 

通过我这两年的活动我自己发现我的汉语写作水平明显提高,我很高兴能在京畿外高做这么有意
义的活动。我还觉得跟团员们一起和睦相处的时间给我留下了很大的回忆。 

57



 

GAFL TIMES vol.5│58 

 

 

 

 

 

Minji Kim 

It feels like yesterday that I came in as a freshman at GAFL and took the interview for TOPNOTCH, 

and now a year of TOPNOTCH is already coming to an end. I can't believe that we'll soon be 

making a booklet containing our year-long activities. Although it was a little hard submitting an 

article each month by deadline, it was also fun writing about my area of interest. The most 

memorable article is the one about animation titled 'Animation 'finally breaks into 'adult fantasy'. 

It's an article that I had written because after watching the movie 'Inside Out', I was very impressed 

and thought it would be nice to write about it. Since I enjoy watching movies and writing about 

them, I remember submitting an article I had written about the movie, 'Ode to My Father' when I 

first came into TOPNOTCH.  

As writing articles was the main activity, I mostly recall the articles I had written. But I also recall the 

debates and presentations I had done during club time. I think they were all activities that were a 

great help to me. During the year of participating in TOPNOTCH, there was pride and a feeling of 

accomplishment for all the various activities. I hope that the new 13th GAFLIANs that will be 

coming into TOPNOTCH next year will also be able to do these enjoyable club activities as I had.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Special Thanks to… 
 

 

 

We thank GAFL teachers,  

Sarah Fountain, 
Chen Jianmei, 
Hayato, 
and Sohyun Kwon, 
 
who revised the articles and gave feedbacks to 
student reporters. 
They were a great help in successfully 
producing GAFL Times 5th edition. 
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