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Greetings,

This school, despite its short history, has flourished thanks to the hard
work of the teachers and the passion of the students, and is now be-
coming one of the best foreign language high schools in the country.
The school’s foundation, staff, and students will not stop striving to
turn this school into a better one: one that nurtures great individuals.
Qutstanding students will be recruited on a national scale, and I will
work hard to turn them into creative global leaders who confribute to
humanity.

To achieve this we will, with Christian morals and ethics, help stu-
dents get ready for university life with higher standards of education,
help students develop linguistic skills in order to establish a global
education system that can promote Korea, and encourage individual-
ty and creativity in all these transactions. The faculty and I will make
Bl great efforts to achieve these goals, and I am sure that we are going to
succeed,

This school’s new name is Gyeonggi Academy of Foreign Languag-
s, Through this new change, our school will rewrite history and turn
# aur local education into an international one.

Thank you.

May and June Ln Review

During the early days of May, frequent showers battered on the
school grounds and our campus became tranquil, as if informing
us of a new beginning, a new life. The rain gradually subsided

and chilliness gave the way to a warm heat, emanating from the
bright sun above. School corners and grounds now accommodated
festive, dehighted students that poured onto the school grounds,
within which students’ passions were embedded; on which Sports
Day, performances from months of practices, took place.

Clear and dazzling weather now tells us that it 18 summer, a ime
when the new lives that sprung during the spring should settle
down harmoniously. In GAFL, freshmen have been introduced to
GAFL’s cultures such as the Foot-washmg Ceremony, Teacher’s
Day and Pride Korea. New comer teachers, once reluctant, now
mingle well with the students.

Upon entering 2010, TOPNOTCH has also undergone a com-
plete transformation and become modish in both style and content.
We have discarded humdrum articles and filled the pages with
fresh news of GAFL and exclusive interviews with those who are
the current gurus in their fields, New sections have been created.
Students’ participation is augmented. Pages are designed with
their respective characteristics. All of our hard-fought efforts have
culminated in this stunning magazine. I assure you that this edition
definitely shows the aspects of a true media. Now you can even
voice your opinions on www.gafl-topnotch.net. Thank you.

TOPNOTCH
Chief Editor
l-rgqjiw Ryu




o
e PHOTOS

(RO W2 pals JO SJaquiayy

ze(] LodS B U0 SIPRID) 1541

ua{UOBT YIlM UBYIS) 99] JOYIED L

NISEH NJBd JNSEWPEIH TAVO

UnUEFUO [ WIe ] OYILI |

0OMBUOQ B PYIEIL

TR UodS B U0 SSPRI) 1841,

JapeJl 1841 B qiim yreody ‘Sury goea]

TODNOTCH PHOTE

¢

Memosiesoy 1o



TOPNOTCH
www . gafl-topnotch.net

Foot Washing Ceremony
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2010 GAFL SPORTS DAYS

GAFL FOCUS - Passion of Gaflians
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“rom game matches, parades to face painting, Sports
Day of GAFL is unique, Jestive and full of sparkling
passion. Crowds’ cheering and players’ shoutings heated
up the atmosphere on May 20th.

Topnotech covered the story in detail.

GAFL SPORTS DAY
May 20th, 2010

at the Gyeonggi Academy ot Foreign Languages

GAFL® 2010 W Ne 10 PO
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Harmony and Unity: GAFL SPORTS DAY

This yeari Sports Day was bbulousAs 2  great job of reviving the declining spirits.  senior majors ,Chinese won the firse
start each major faunted their perfected During the sport matches students place ;whereas amongst freshmen
prrades entertaning our eyes with ardently cheered for their respective rajors Japanese won the first plice. Both
goovy moves and matching costumes. majors screaming  the phayers’ names majors celebrated their victory on the
Mthough microphones and speakers’ and boosting their irits Most matches  the school grounds.

cccasionl maliunctioning troubled the ended without harsh feelings but

fluent proceeding the mood did not die  some fierce ones ke the

out thanks to Laonjenaa chesrleading bnskethall matches ended with
cub,who had their debutand also did 3  sore feslings. Overall amongst
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GAFL SPORTS DAY

COVER STORY

Laonjena - A Stellar Performance!

- Kim, Kwonhwa (Topnotch Reporter)

What do you think was
the eye opener of  Sports
Day? Last year every (raflian
would have named each
major's gorgeous parade, but
not this year I you ask those
who saw Lanojena’s
overwhelming perdormance
on this year’s Sports Day, they
would answer differently. May
2Anh was not only GAFlL's

sports Day but also the day of

the hot aebut of a
dheerleading club, Laonjena.
Alter all majors finished their
parades, the Laonjena’s stage
ok place, leaving every
viewer surpnised at its

appearance. With the musics

A strong wind highway’ and
‘Let’s go on a tnp’, three
peppy girls Happing silk
cheerleader costumes showed
powerful and skillful
movements with
overwhelming smiles. 1he
unexpected appearance of
(n-chan Lee, a Korean
teacher, heated up the
performance, making it more
enjovable.

laonjena’s first

}:rr.rl'nr::m[:rr. ended I}riili.'lr.tl'l.'

with their inale pyramids in
rmudst of the audience’s
applause.

lLaonjena is a newborn

club of 2010. The name

Laonjena’ may be jarnng to
yvour ear becauseitis a
racitional Korean; *Laon’
means ‘'enjoy’ and 'Jena’
means ' 1I°. Combined, it
means "1 enjoy™. While
mjoving cheerleading
themselves, the club members
amanate the energy of joy,
and this energy creates a
festive atmosphere and
mtertains their audiences.
Perhaps because
laonjena enjoy cheerleading
as the name implies, they
never stop practicing even
duning the exam terms.



A SURPRISE BOMB, LAONJBNA
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, SO prosperous will your future be.

In the nascent times of this club, not a single person
in the tcam knew anything about cheerleading,

As mentioned earier, Laonjena began this year, So
it had low awareness to students?no solid base, no
supports and cven no proper space to practice (club
members had to practice in an assigned classroom
whose chairs had to be pushed back.) Under these dire
conditions, the club head Rebecca Choi made a great
effort to put the club in good order. From inviting a
professional teacher to create the performance, she did
her best in leading Laonjena as the head and the
founder of the club. But she always said that without
the assistance of the members, she would not have been
able to accomplish their achicvements.

In the near future, Laonjena is planning to
lorm relationships with the cheerleading clubs at
Universities to learn an improved system and must-have

mformation for a better performance, And as GAFL's
festival, Passion 2010, is approaching, Laonjena
promiscd to refresh the audience by giving a wond erful
perfomance, with more advanced members, If precious
chances are given to them, they will do their best to
participate in cheerleader contests and also cheer for
alicnated people who need energy of life as a voluntary
work, As the team cheening for GAFL, Laonjena is the
face model of GAFL.

There is a saying, “Your beginnings will scem
humble, so prosperous will your future be,” Even af
Laonjena started with only three girls, they possess a
huge potential. Although the start was harsh and rough,
they will continue to pave the road. And the following
generations of Laonjena may be able to walk the road
without tripping on a stone. Always remember that
Laonjena is cheering for you!
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= Which one is Your Favorite?

—= - Myungsun Kim (Topnoteh Re porter)
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0 Banti of English-Chinese Department democratic school, so be it. On the 1-shart,

there is an eagle, a symbol of English-Chinese

, = e e . depantment, carrving a snake in its beak,
I'he English-Chinese department The '1- rp . T ey
. _ e ek which is supposed to resemble the Chinese
shurt of the Enghsh-Chinese department was . : :
. i e i P - el Department. The blue color of the shurt blew
full of fun imagination. Preparing the T-shirt, _ :

§ R : ofl the hot weather of summer
the students discussed enthusiastically to find

the color and design just nght for their

dr.]mrl ment. | he shart was blue as chosen h"."
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English-Japanese
Department

The Engfish-Japanese Department
The color of the English-Japanese
Department shirt was chosen for the
students wanted a flammg coloy, which
concentrates every gaze. All the other
department students praised the
Englsh-Japanese Department’s shirt
for being the most polished shirt, Of
course, there was a price paid for
hearing thi applause. The person in
charge of the shirt had to wait unal 3
AM. in the morning to receive the
shirt from a very sleepy looking
postman, The % symbol is from the
famows internet lecturer Shin Seung
Beum's math book, carved directly into
the shirt with a scanner. On the day of
the big event, the Englsh-Japanese
Department really flared up with
pasgion.

Chinese
Department

The Chinese Department The
Chinese Department has always craved |
for power They wanted a very powerful

and mbust image, dwarfing all other

department. They could not carve
Chinese letters for the seniors were

agamast it, Instead, they brought a tger
© thar shirt, which they all agreed was
agood decimon in the end. Last year,
they were the dragon which resembles
wial power and this year, they chose the
tiger, which B the rival of a dragon in
the field of power in Korean history.

Japanese
Department

The Japanese Department The
Japanese Department got the shirt
from the senior designer. The senior
was the designer of the last year’s
shirt and contributed to this year's
cute animated figure on the front of
the shirt this year. The fiigure
resembles the raditonal armor of
the Samurai, the dite soldiers since
the Edo period. The Samurai
resembles power, dignity, courage,
justice and most importantly honor
m battle.

www.gall-topneteh GAFLD
f
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Senior

Reporter Park, Rahyung

Gyenggi Foreign Language High School held a sports festival last week. It was a blazing weather, but
still cool with a little breeze. Most students were preparing for the performance they had practiced for
two weeks. They were wearing various shirts and some had cute little face paintings on their faces.
Now, let's go deep into the exciting performance they showed off that day!




TOPNOTCH

www.gafl-topnotch.net

g GML'"
12




"l.”l—
o
O
=,
P
=
-
o
Q
-




<English-Chinese> reported by Jiyong Jung

se: Our major was always the major that was dragging
behind. So, we wanted to show that our major is no longer
n the last place. Therefore, we concentrated mostly on the

parade part.

Pomt: We wanted to be speaal by makmg actions different
from others and mixing vanous songs

Concept: We planned to make 1t as a “Dance Battle™. Some
students from class 1 and 2 started battling each other with
talented dancing skills. However, later in our dance, the two
classes got together and reconciled by dancing.

IDifficulties: Some of the boys could not partiapate in the
dancing practices for they had soccer and basketball prac-

tices. Moreover, it was hard to teach classmates who were not
talented in dancing.

Best thing: We enjoyed the parade regardless of the difficulties
during the practice sessions.

<English-Japanese> reported by Sowom Kim

Purpose: We wanted to grow cooperation between class 3 and
class 4. Hopefully, practicing together really helped us unite
the two classes much easier and we became more familiar with
each other.

Point: We focused on two things, One was arrangement and
the other, creativity. Since arrangement can show people
that we are well-united and by being creative alongside fol-
bwmg the flow of a story, our image will remain in the auds

ence’s memory,

Concept: We made G‘E':Ipmde look more like watching a TV.
Theretore we pretended to be one part of a TV channel. There
were 4 channels which consisted of advertisement, pop, popu-
lar dance and couples dance.

IDafficulties: When we were practicing we were mg about
what to wear. Also there were students who found dancing
difficult, It took some time to coach the students who had dif-
ficulties.

Best thing: Whatever the result may have been, we tried our
best. Also we thought that acting out the TV channels were
creative and worth something,

<Chinese> reported by Yoonbin Na

Purpose: Since class 5 and class 6 were not familiar with

each other, we tried to make a close relationship by working

bgether. The hard thing was that there were some classmates
o had never danced enthusiastically before. In fact, this was

their “challenge” to overcome. And through helping them,

classmates who managed and helped the others who could not

TOPNO |
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The Freshmen Parades

dance with enthusiasm could raise leadership and gain
friendship.

Point: We tned to show our effort and cooperation through
the parade. We also wanted to express our feelings through
dancing. Finally, we focused on practicing instead of our
abilities.

Concept: Our mam topic was “Love”. To start with, half of
the entire major got into the rhythm of “Chu” by a famous
idol f{x). Next, the boys danced to the rhythm of the song
“Love like This” which was used as a method to propose
to the girls with the flowers they prepared.

Difficulties: We had difficulties in locating a classroom to
practice in, Also we could not gather up all classmates for
the practice. Finally, finding the music for the dance was
also a problem.

Best thinlg: On the last practice, the cooperation was Lﬁmat.
Also I'd like to thank all the students who managed the
parade and acknowledge them for their positive attitude.

<English-Japanese> reported by Heonsu Kim

Purpose: To cooperate with each other when we were pre-
panng for the parade and become fnendlier and united.

Point: We mamly focused on making a dance which was
easy to follow. By using tassels, we wanted to look gor-

geous.

Concept: Brightness was our main theme, For the intro,
we prepared a bnght dance and after the entrance, with the
boys dancing “10 out of 10 (103 SE 0l 10E), we tried
to capture the audience’s siﬁ(]ht. This also had a Furpnse
to boost the atmosphere of the audience as well. For the
climax part, everyone was dancing “Bang”, which was

for dancing in groups since it sounds like a march-
g song.,

Difficulties: It was hard to take time out for the practice
as well as finding a place to practice in. And people who
were coaching were upset that there were students who
didn’t even try to dance in the first place.

Best thing: Our parade was well organized. The amange-
ments were good and the dance moves were really creative
and showed union,
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Chalr He garmered more than half the total vote. From this moment, he was cruwned with the
same anﬁ and authority as that of School President, the Chair of Student Council. “I will do my
best o be a solid bridge between the Student Council and you students,” he announced, cel-
ebrating his election. From this moment, he would govern Cangress—(}ﬂuncil meeting as a repre—
sentative of the Legislative Branch

The next week, GAFL made the first complete leap—forward democratic ruling. All class repre—
sentatives gathered up, along with all members of Student Council, to discuss monthly issues
and share ideas of the upcoming Sports’ Day. This combination, the Congress and Council, was
agreed to be named ‘the Executive Board.’

Major decisions have been made this Executive Board meeting. “Ratio of girls to boys for
the 1st year is ridiculously out of proportion. This Sports’ Day must be prepared with matches
and games that girls can easily participate,” pointed Jung-Yeon Lee, a Junior officer of Student
Sports’ Activity Ministry. Members of the Congressed approved. Consequently, kickball was
added in the Sports’ Day program.

For less than an hour, the Executive Board exchanged meaningful interactions. Complaints
and suggestions piled up from students. ldeas poured in and the Congress, or sometimes the
Council politely dismissed some ideas, praising the other some, explaining why and how. No
more sighs or confusion or debate. But a little growling noise as the meeting had to be spared in
lunch time.

“The First leap—forward as a complete triangle, a complete democracy, was pleasantly
memorable. I'm glad. Nothing was as bad as | thought it would be. | thought there would be
fist—fights, negligent absence of some members, but no. | have to say I'm pleased,” observed
Won-kyo Seo. “I couldn’t say much in front of the crowd. It was my first time! But | will try to be
better. The Congress will have its monthly meeting next week for the Sports Day. | will get the
spotlight then. Then, | should better lead a conference than this,” exclaims Ju—Hui Kim, the new
chair of the Congress. Somehow, everyone leaving the conference room, this time, had a thin,
pastel smile lingering behind. The smile seemed to say, there's more to grow and expect from
GAFLian democracy.

e I010 JUNKE



Democracy Blossoms in GAFL

On March 19th, GAFL finally tiptoed on the threshold of the beginning of democracy. On
that curious Friday, six—year—old pillars of the half-complete government of GAFL were
ready to face renovation. “Democracy in GAFL has been, well, so far not so good,” con-
fessed the School President, Won—-Kyo Seo, "And we are here for a change.”

By ‘we,’ he meant all class representatives from all classes, even the 3rd graders, includ-
ing the incumbents of the Student Council, who gathered up in a conference room. On
their presence, Principal Ha=Sik Park illustrated his ideals of ‘school democracy,’ funda-
mentally to point out that Student Council had been doing all the jobs. Which was pretty
much true; Student Council has had, from GAFL's beginning, a firm grip of every school
events—from Teachers’ Day ceremony, Sports’ Day, Senior Encouragement events, to fi-
nally, Passion Festival. It was the Student Council that ordered pink carnations for May
and fortune cookies for seniors in November.

The Student Council, in a way, is the Administrative Branch of GAFL. It had been diligent
and transparent so far, but unfortunately, bereft of any branch to surveil and check its
administrations: the Congress—the Legislative Branch. In other words, GAFLlian govern—
ment had been standing on a broken principle of separation of ‘the three
powers'—Administrative, Legislative, and Judicial, the basic of democratic ruling. This
curious Friday was to retrieve that missing Congress, to finally construct a complete tri-
angle.

But nothing’s as easy as it sounds. A quagmire swept over. 3rd graders whined why they
should care to make a congress; members of Student Council buzzed, worrying they
could lose their power. Roles and rules of Congress were still in obscurity. After several
debates, confusions, and sighs, class representatives and members of Student Council
noticed something in common: the ideals of Principal Park and other teachers would cost
them too much.

"The purpose of summoning all class representatives here today was simply to promote
communication between students and Student Council, to strengthen the ties,” claimed
President Seo. "That's what | thought student Congress was needed for,” he added. "We
have long disliked the fact that we took care of too much things, without even asking
others’ opinions. We intended this day would be the chance to cease, you know, our un-—
intended dictatorship,” sighed Min—Ryeong Kim, the chief officer of School Activity Minis—
try. Now members of Student Council realized that they've put knife on their necks. In
principle, Student Congress could smother any movement of the Student Council.
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Fortunately (or unfortunately?), class representatives didn't want to afford the time to
supervise all the work of Student Council and gather up for meetings. “All class represen—
tatives from all classes around the school cannot possibly gather at once. And | can't
afford to spare time for another thing at this point,” grumbled Hye—Rim Son, a senior from
class 5. Still, they wanted their voice to be heard in school policies and events. Slowly and
painstakingly, the Student Council and each class representative reached the triple point
where the needs of the two could coexist: student Congress functions to amplify the voices
of each class, offer ideas or positive inputs for school events, and if necessary, check and
balance the Student Council. After countless sighs and confusion, they all learn: democ-
racy is hell of a long fight.

Finally, the gavel banged with the verdict to elect a chair of Student Congress the next
Monday. From then on, regular meetings will be held with a presence of the Chair as the
equivalent of School President—in other ways, the Chair of Student Council—especially
when preparing for major school events.

All members of Student Council left behind in the dismissed conference room. Some
bris tled with slight anger that the President created unnecessary inconvenience. “Gosh,
we've assigned homework for ourselves,” replied Da-Woon Jung, chief officer of School
Campaign Ministry, when asked if she was satisfied with the day's verdict. "But | know. It
was a right thing to do,” she admits. Remaining hours, the Student Council spent for set-
ting out provisions about disciplining negligent members of the Congress and about mem-
bers’ qualifications in the School Constitution. This time, they realized law is hell of a
headache—choosing little syllables, prepositions, and dictions to put in the Constitution
was a lot of sweat. “| don’t care how much time it sucks out of me. | know this is worthy
of something,” smiles Min=Jung Yu, junior chief of Student Religion Ministry.

GAFLian democracy definitely did not come at ease. The founders had to endure dis—
putes, obscurity and disappointment. But despite all negativity, the founders—class repre-
sentatives, Student Council members and some teachers didn't get out of control. They
were together in belief that we need this nuisance to better off, to function proudly as a
democratic school government. Of course, this democracy is not immaculate, The Con—
gress wouldn’t want to check, supervise, even criticize, and obstruct—as it usually does in
outside world—the Student Council; the Student Council, not the Judicial Branch, enacted
provisions for the constitution. But the hope refuses to diminish, the hope that this democ—
racy will grow further and further, to be immaculate and solid.
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INTERVIEW WITH A PROFESSOR, A DOCTOR, A LAWYER,

by Reporter Kim, Myungsun LlM MI KYUNG

Dear GAFLIANS, the leaders-to-be of the 21th century, the light of the world,

Although it was just a voice heard via phone, I could see her eyes sparkling with creativity, zeal and wisdom. She was first known and received spotlight
as the wife of S+ 5. However, she is much more than the intelligent wife if the famous CEO, ¢F 17, The famous epic of this couple £oes as
follows; a renowned doctor turns his path as a scholor in computer virus and founds 'F 3 = " 4 However, there is something more to this; in
this sequel, the wife is the hero. Protessor Kim herselfis a md!f\'m ilblazer, a topnotch elite, true scholar, and a living legend. Professor Kim holds a perfect
resume, Her life comes with flying colors. 15 years, she has been an outstanding pathologist. Despite her position and her achievernent as a Medical
professor and a doctor, she went abroad and enters University of Washington Law School After graduation, selected to go on a fellowship in Stanford
Law School, she works for Center for Law and the Bioscience. She becomes designated as a lawyer in California and New York and in 2006 was
appointed an additional position in Stanford Medical school. Although she received many love calls from other prestigious universities in Korea, she
becomes a professor in KAIST. Professor Kim Mi kyung is now a professor in KAIST. Professor Kim, tells us a lesson very valuable that is meaningful
to the GAFLians, the leaders-to-be.

Q. Do you have any mottos that guided you throughout your life?
A. More than anything I stand firm on the belief that when [ start a new

project or decide to do something, no matter what happens, whether
it does or does not suit me, I do not change my plan. There are people
who reverse the decision and give up. However, | believe that a dec
-ision that has been carefully made should be completed. No matter
how difficult it is, and even I:hmﬁh the plan or the process does not
agree with me, I withstand it until I see it through the end. For exam
-ple, when 1 decided to enter law school, I contemplated on it for lo
-ng time with prudence. While I was studying in law school, though
there were times where I thought law does not fit me, I did not quit
and finished the long course successfully, and was called to the bar in
the court of New York,

Q. Do you have any role models?

A. I actually have many role models. For the wisdom of life, I was
influenced by my parents. As a student in middle and high school,
the teachers were my mentors, The co-workers, friends... They were
all my role models. I constantly, look for the role models, and fortu-
nately I had the right role model for the right moments. While I was a
doctor and a professor in Stanford Medical School(1996-1997), 1
was heavily influenced by Dr. Sibley. He was the chief doctor in the
department of pathology, t)Eical]}r about kidney, which was also m
specialty. While working with him, I learned a lot from him. He really
taught me the right and ideal way to live as a pathologist. After I
worked with him I was able to be advance several steps further and
become a notch above others. Since then, I stretched turther from a
doctor only working in Korea to an internationally competent and
acknowl %E thologist. I still keep in touch with the people that I
met in Stantord Medical School. I have a tendency to keep the rela-
tionship that I have once made for my entire life. As for my careerasa
lawyer, the judge of federal court that  worked for as a clerk was my
role model. I learned what a lawyer should be like from the way he
lived and the actions that he took. His vocational ethics really moved
me. He lived frugally and did many good-hearted works as a human
being. Not only his expertise or éjm ssionalism in law, but how
righteous and fair he was as a judge truly touched my heart and still
remains as a huge impact on me. In Stanford law school, I met Pro-
fessor Grilly, who became my model in the conversion-learning( =
€ 21 & ). The professor taught biology and medicine in law school.
What was so spectacular about him was that he studied myriad of
fields so hetem!genenus from law alone. However, he has reached to
a degree of protessionalism on the fields of genetics, medicine, and
biology, that the knowledge he has is equivalent to that of an expert.
He was even granted the title of emeritus professor. He has proven
that with enough zeal and interest, lay person can achieve in certain
fields of study, and played a pivotal role when I sketched out my life

as a scholar engaged in fusion studied( =EES



INTERVIEW

Q. You were a successful doctor, and would have continued being so even if you
remained as a doctor. However, what paved the way for you to become a lawyer?
Were there any moments where starting a whole different career made you
worrisome?

A. In high school, I was stood by a fork in the future. One path was entering the Law
School, and the other was entering the Medical School, and I chose the latter. Asa
doctor, I went through smooth promotion, as a specialist, conferring doctorate
degree, and was promoted to an assistant professor. Then I worked a surgeonin a
]arﬁe hospital and acquired valuable expeniences. As the ability as a surgeon improved
and when I became stabilized, I thought I reached a level where it would be fine even
when I make a leave of absence and return back years later. I thought for a long time
how I would be able to widen my horizon and decided to study law which I was
interested since long time ago. Yes, definitely. There were times where | worried about
the possibilities of myself not doing a very good job at it, but I was determined to do it
and];l‘cnew that I had to do it.

Q. Our school being a forei lan%ag:kl high school, there are many students who
ra

are interested in studying abroad. y, you started in laster years. Do you have
any advices that you wmgld like to give to HIF LIANS?

A. I'was raised in Korea and was educated in Korea, despite the experience  had asa
doctor in Stanford, I had to face many obstacles, including the language barrier. Of
course, I did not expect to excel from the start and gave myself one year to maintain
composed. Even though I kept composure at heart, I knew that without diligence and
hard work the years after the one year would be no different from the status quo. I
really worked hard. The moment the lecture was finished, my review started. I never
let go of books. I broke every spare time I had and studied. I remember reviewing after
the class was over and prﬁparﬂ for other lectures until the next class started. 1 drank
enormous amount of coffee. The 3 year of hard work paid off. I began to earn good
grades and my dissertation won awards.

. Professor, you are now currently teaching in KAIST. I have heard that mani-
d res‘l‘:'liPious universities tried to scout you; however, you decided to go to
KAIST. Were there any reasons for it?

A. KAIST has neither law school nor medical school. Prospective college students are
increasingly avoiding natural science and engineering and KAIST is a school that
teaches natural sciences or engineering that students are reluctant to enter. . Inside
me, two worlds exist. One is a scientific world that seeks progressive ideas; another is
a conservative mind that necessitated a set of appropriate process. However, inside
me, the first world of scentific mind dominates. For the same reason, | am fond of
schools that teach natural science and ::ngim:erinﬁ and feel a sense of homogeneity
when | face scientist or engineers. I am a person that pursues the advance in science
and technology. The second reason is that I thought it was critical that I make an
unprecedented matter and pave the way for a new start. Whereas systems in medical
school or law school are very rigid, KAIST has a very flexible system. I also wanted to
play a role in working for the protection of the intellectual gm::pert}' with the knowl-
edge of law that I have. Iam now teaching patent law KAIST was the most right and
adequate school for me.

Q.1 was really impressed by howa scholar you were. You are truly the
“God of Stmi, 5 &PLM.H‘S are all eager studen{:and it would be grea{ to hear
some advice from you.

A. Generally speaking, I was a student with good grades. Nevertheless, I also grad
-uated with a better grade than the one that I received when I entered the school. I
entered middle school as the 25th top score student but graduated the second. In
high school, I entered the school as the fifth, and graduated being the top student.
But I do have memories where I wandered off course and hit a sﬁm . However, |
was a progressive student and my grades got better day by day, year by year.
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Q. This would probably be the object of attention for the GAFLIANS. Do you have any secrets
to your excellent academic results?

A. You allwould be a better student than I have been when I was a student. What really matters is how
you are to achieve your goal. I always had a hard time staying awake. I really slept a lot. Even in

my seniors I had to sleep for at least 7hours. Nevertheless, I really concentrated and did my best when
I'was awake, Even when | spent relatively a long time sleeping, | desperately wanted to enter Medical
School. Nowadays, I see students being forced to go to certain schools regardless of one’s own
interest. At that time, entering Medical School was not something that my mom forced me to do. I
was the oldest daughter and mt mom would say that I should change my major to household arts, or
more “feminine” majors. She told me that it is likely that a person becomes “ill-fated” when she studies
medicine. At that time, only 10% of students in SNU Med. School were female. It was the time where
girl’s restroom was scarce. It was the time where a woman having one’s own job not common. They
did not pressure me study different majors, but my decision in dgﬂciding to go to medical school never
involved coercion. At that time, medical school was not a place where all top students studying
natural science entered. Even though I was not outstanding and despite of the long hours I spent
sleeping, I strongly craved to enter Medical School, and this really became an engine for me work
hard. I always dreamed of myself going to SN'U Medical School, and myself roaming around the
beautiful campus. Nowadays, I see students saying that they go to certain fields because they are the
top scoring or low scoring students. This is not rijﬁ. This does not unify your thoughts to make you
focus on your goal. What really matters is one’s attitude and an anticipating mind.

Q. I currently read a column you wrote in the newspaper. There you mentioned our future facing a
world of convergence. The GAFLIANs would be living in an international world. Could you elabo-
rate more on this topic?

A. Whether you want it or not, the era of convergence has definitely come. In the past, the society favored
andnecessitated people professional in one specific field. However, in the 21th century, which is fast
pacing and heavily oriented around information- processing requires people to work on a much larger
scaled project that entails technology based on convergence. It has become inevitable to study fields that
you have never majored in or is good at. Just because you are good at math, you cannot live successfully in
the society with the sole skill of mathematic. The social problems that we have to work out have become
so complicated that there is not a single problem that we can solve looking at it in one perspective. One
example is solving the social vice of suicide. South Korea holds a disgraceful statistics of being the
number one country in OECD of senior suicide. When solving these kinds of problems, we have to
consider the question in all side, from medicine, suciu]o%y, the problems of medical insurance, to
psychiatry. For reporters or journalist, you cannot use solely the knowledge of Korean Literature to write
articles. Certain knowledge of technology such as stem cells, or astronomy and other fields of study are
inexorably required. In order to be successful in a society teeming with myriads of newly found informa-
tion, one has to become an early-adopter in learning new technn%ng}', and is requires a attitude of open-
ness and the ability to converge new information with the ones already learmned. Learn fast and incorpo-
rate the knowledge together to create a totally new idea. Surviving in the society as a successful person
has become intricate than ever. Now you, GAFLIANS, the leaders of the new world to come, have to go
on and progress on in the influx and flood of information and change. And the key to the success is an
open mind. There should be no barrier in one’s mind or hesitations when accepting new ideas or learnin
new things. Some students have a tendency to forfeit learning when it is difficult, tedious or requires h
work. However, this mindset will put a ceiling on a person’s leap toward development and progress.
Superficial or shallow learning should also be evaded. Even a petty nuance of a word in a book should be
understood thoroughly. When something is learned is learned voluntarily one does not necessarily need
formal education of any sort. The example of Professor Grilly that I told you about clearly validifies this.
To summarize, have an opened mind setting, accept fast and easily, and study deeply and precisely. This
will beyond doubt enable you guys to become a true global leader. Way to go GALFIANS!

mazﬁ GAFL7



-
~ 2
o e X

E

L

SCHOOL LIFE

) l"""!: ,.T

(=

s,

GAFLP

bv Reporter Kim, Kvungil

In the bible, Jesus falls to his knees and starts washing his disciples’ feet. Despite him being
their master, the Son of God, and one the greatest men in history, he humbles himself,
showing that he loves them even more than he loves himself.

Our teacher's might not be Jesus, but they
equally show that much love in GAFL's foot
washing ceremony. S0 how does it proceed?
All the students are brought to a room where
candles are lit and several chairs and a bowl
of water is put in the front of the room. As the
other classmates gently start sing a song, stu-
dents fill up the bowl of water and sit down on
their chairs. One by one, the teachers come
into the room, kneel on their knees, and start
washing their students’ feet. Some of the
teachers massage the feet for students and
some gently apply lotion. It is a quiet, peace-
ful moment, where the teachers can express
their love toward their students.




== TOPNOTC!

www . gafl-topnotch.net

il
Jl_:acher Kang, Hyosik praying for students

A second year student said in a brief interview that he felt extremely moved by his teacher’s
gentleness and humble attitude. "I remember it like it was yesterday,” he said. “It was the
first time an adult, other than my family, ever got on their knees and showed their respect to
me, an immature, young kid. | really want to experience it again---..so it's a real sad that this
event doesn't exist for second graders. | wish there was.” He said he learned something on
that day. He said he learned how to be modest and lower cneself at certain times.

Another first year student replied in an interview that he also felt enormous gratitude toward the
teacher. “I've never experienced this ever in my life and | don’t think | will in the future. It was
like:--.a once in a lifetime event. So if felt that much special.” When | asked him how it felt he
replied with a laugh "Well if felt good of course. My teacher massaged my feet really well. It was
like she was a professional or something. And another teacher actually applied lotion to the
student’s feet! It was awesome.”

Yes, the fool washing ceremony i1s an extremely valuable tradition of Gyeonggi Academy of
Foreign Languages. It is a time when the students can actually acknowledge how much love
the teachers have for them and that the teachers also have great respect toward the students.
So let's hope and pray that this tradition continues on in the future.
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here in GAFL. Who do you think ' '
is the number one fashionistar? L

L1

It's gossip GAFL here, your one and only source into the
scandalous lives of GAFL's elites. A good source tells me
there are some hot, chic and stylish teachers wandering
around and catching students’ fierce attentions. Shall we
discover them one by one?

LA JOTJUsE 1
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He may be the
younge st teacher in GAFL, but he is \
definitely not the one you want to miss. A man of .
blithe smiles, math teacher Jongmin Park's dress code
- 5 simplicity and casualty, as you can see him we aring mildigs
S tshirts and jeans every day. His favorite brand? NIKE. Does ~
he think of himself as a decent fashionistar? Absolutely, ‘~‘
Well, keep an eye on him because you all know that y
B N0 men can easily pull off a pink shirt than be 1:‘"
does! N /
-
-

e “'I
s ‘0 ]
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Having his father as ajrolemodel in
dressing, English conversationiteacher,.Douqglas
Larouralikes professional 10oks. A lIthough he Teels
uncomiortable]in suits and ities h e suppre sses. this feeling
OOk as proficient as possible and his/hara-eamed
efforts are praisable; inde ed.

L
She may be the most
gorgeous teacher in GAFL. Sunny Jeon, who
teaches English, always cares deeply of what she
wears. She says her dress code is neatness. Her clothes
are edqy, smart and classical, yet not out-dated.

Stop blowing whistles, guys! Here is an
English Grammar teacher, Hyeongsuk Yoo,
whose wardrobe does not wear out, just like her
confidence! She has a tall and lithe silhouette—
Jjust like any hot supermodels. She always suits
herself in trendy clothes. So does she deserve
to become GAFL's Fashionistar?
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Students attending our school, Geonggi Academy of Foreign Languages and students of Bunkyougakuinndaigakuzyosi
(X RFEBRKF & F8PD high school in Japan have exchanged letters.

Starting on March the sophomores of Geonggi Academy of Foreign Languages(classes 3,4,7and8) have all participated
in exchanging letters with Japanese students in Japanese Speaking classes. Since these students major in Japanese they

have great interest in Japanese culture, they are wiling to enthusiastically learn more about each other’s nation and
culture.

As the reply for the letter that we sent on May 3rd have arrived, the Gaflians have become very excited. Also the
pictures that have come with the letters have become a great entertainment for all the Gaflians. While some students
are astonished to see the lifestyles of these Japanese students some are filled with amazement.

We anticipate that through these culture exchanging experiences students of GAFL as well as the students of
Bunkyougakuinndaigakuzyosi( 3 5 Bt X% & - W PZ) high school take more consideration between Korea

and Japan and learn to act with more responsibility as Global Leaders.
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INTERVIEW WITH HYEUN IL
CEO OF UNION

by Chief Editor Ryu, Hyojin

A

Heads up CEO wannabes! Few weeks back, Top Notch got a serendipitous chance to interview Hyeun Il Cho,
CEO of one of the most influential marketing firm in the East Asia, Unione. Having patented technologies like
Water Screen and Lucky Rush, this company covers the marketing of exhibitions, launchings, performances
and expos. Name some?—Asian song festival, Honda Odyssey launching festival, COEX expo and so forth.
Unione's dazzling efforts consummated in domination over other petty Korean firms; now this intrepid com-
pany is extending its sphere of influence toward the world.

Hyeun Il Cho, who achieved what any CEOs would regard success—high revenue and profits, firm foreign af-
filiates, and hard working employees—was more than willing to answer with precision the questions sent my
me. Interview was processed in Korean via e-mail (later translated into English), due to his business trip to

Shanghai
Hyeun Il Cho, who achieved what any CEOs would regard success—high revenue and profits, firm foreign af-

filiates, and hard working employees—was more than willing to answer with precision the questions sent
my me. Interview was processed in Korean via e-mail (later translated into English), due to his business trip to

Shanghai

2006

FACE TO FACE ASIAN TOUR IN SEOUL

LA G Bl = O AL EradAN)H R

(T AS IN TOP NOTCH, C AS IN CHO HYEUN IL)
<PART1: QUESTIONS REGARDING UNIONE ITSELF>

T: How did your company get its name, ‘Unione'?

C: Unione got its name when ‘Uni—pro’ and ‘LuckyLush.com’ merged—Uni—pro's ‘Uni’ and 'One’
as to cherish the amalgamation were combined to become ‘Unione communications’ of today.
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T: Since Unione is marketing so many sectors including SP, IP, exhibition, conference, expo,
concert and e—marketing, the scale of Unione must be pretty big. How do you manage the
company system?

C: Unione communication is divided into head offices and departments according to the char-
acteristics of each sector. Respective heads and directors are in charge of their direct employ-

ees performances and personnel matters, constructing an unfailing mutual cooperation.

T: Unione has established the principle of BTL(Below the Line) marketing. Why is BTL mar—
keting etficient?

C: Firstly, BTL marketing is one of the divisions in Unione, rather than our principle. As op-
position to the four general medias (Above The Line)—newspaper, TV advertisement, maga-—
zine, and radio—BTL marketing allows for the marketer and the consumer to communicate
with each other, which augments persuasiveness.

TOTAL BTL MARKETING GROUP

( Creative Thinking )

( Customizing Service )
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Spirit of UNIONE
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-, ( Clean Management )
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T: It's obvious that Unione has a lot of foreign affiliates. When you marketed Wesllife concert
in Korea, or in any other cases, what is it like to work with them?

C: Since BTL marketing deals with not only marketer and the consumer’'s communication but
also that of advertisers and aftiliates, | guess tuning things out is the most crucial yet ditficult
thing to deal with when working with them

T. In what way do Unione’s remarkable technologies—pet maker, lucky rush, water screen to
name a few—help your company?

C: The variety of performance tools that previous BTL marketing companies did not have

work as synergy for Unione to take one step closer to my goal to become ‘the 1st total BTL
marketing company’. Our patented technologies like you've just mentioned are the products

of incredible brain forces in Unione laboratory!




T: Any tips on selecting and educating the employees? What kind of merits do you provide to keep
them intact?

C: Unione communications pick huge amount of work force via annual public recruitment. The se-
lected ones go through four weeks of basic education and are placed in each department later on. In
the case of experienced employees, we share our vision and business information after the
OJT(on-the-job-training).

For merits, we provide various welfare privileges such as bankbooks, overseas trainings, condos,
idea recharging fee and even communications fee.

<Part 2: About his youth and advices>

T: Most GAFL students have hard time fussing over their uncer—
tain future. How were you when you were seventeen?

C: When | was seventeen, |, just like all of you, felt scared and
uneasy of upcoming future, and from time to time strayed oft
from the normal path. | maintained average grades, but having
no definite dream always haunted me. But as time flew by, |
started to have interests and devoted my all in it. And luckily, |
got good results, as you can see.

| think it is natural for seventeen—year—olds to feel lost. But in—
stead of fussing over it, think about what you love to do and
start exploiting your interests.

1. What was your motive to establish this company? Where did your creative ideas come from?

. At the time | thought of establishing a company, Korean event marketing companies were either
small in scale or petty. So, huge events were handled by big advertisement agencies instead. |
meticulously studied the situation and figured that | would succeed if | make a BTL expertise com~-
pany that can atford to hold big scale events by all by itself. And that small company | started with
went through several developments and became the Unione of today.

T. As a CEO, you obviously get stressed from
managing various matters at the same time.
How do you manage yourself?

C: | usually enjoy jogging, because | feel re=
freshed both physically and mentally after—
wards. And in my aim to share this feeling with
Unione members, | have come up with a
mini=marathon corner in annual track meet!




T: Tell me of your ambitions in the initial stages of coistructing Unione. Wele you sure of
its success?

C: As Unione is a company towered to become ‘the fiist total BiL markcting company . |
wanted to make sure it specialized in it. And frankly. my initial goal was, and 1c, stretching
Unione to all parts of the world, not just Korea. So rather than satisfied, | feal like 'we have

more left to achieve.

1 What factors account the most in becoming a successful CEO? (Academic ability, gene
pool, firm personal connections, etc.)

C: There may be many important factors as you have enumerated above, but | personally
think having a definite goal is the most crucial. If | had not dreamt of creating the nation’s
best BTL marking firm, Unione would not have existed. If you set your mind to something
you love, passion sparks, and it will be a driving force for better concentration.

[ Lastly, any tips for CEO wannabe Gaflians?

C: First, Set your goals. Write it down and read it every day. Never forget it. Meticulously
proceed what you ve planned. Then challenge yourself ceaselessly. Then you will be able
to take one step closer to your dream, just like me.

Reporter Hyojin Ryu




Mr. Lign Interview

by Editor Jang, Jivun

Hello Mr.Lim, nice to meet you. First of all, congratulations. You have been elected as the “star lec-
turer” for this edition of TOPNOTCH. Since you have been appointed as a know-it-all teacher by
many students, we, TOPNOTCH is here to hear about your special teaching methods and the back-
grounds of your life!

(T stands for topnotch and L stands for Mr.Lim)

T- We heard that using a book on economists to teach classes was the first attempt ever in GAFL.
What was your intention and goal of using “New Ideas From Dead Economists” as a textbook?

L- Well, my intention was pretty simple. | wanted to teach my students with books other than cur-
riculum based workbooks. These days, most of the students are exposed only to banal and simply
memorizing textbooks. So, | wished for them to experience and learn crucial knowledge that will
definitely help them in the long run. Besides, economics is a very important subject which can be
greatly useful in life. Also, | intended to give them more confidence in using advanced English.
Since GAFLians will grow up to confronting the world in the future, they will eventually have to
speak in front of English speaking audiences. Therefore, having knowledge in both economics and
English will certainly be a strength for them.

T- Why did you pick the book “New
Ideas from Dead Economists” when there
are lots of other books concerning econo-
my in the market? Were there any special
reasons for your selection?

L- Of course there are many economy
books out there, but this book teaches us
the logic of life for common people most
effectively. After reading this book, |
began to understand the history of eco-
nomics, which was prominent and useful
enough to help me learn the field of eco-
nomics. [t also contains useful structures

that helped me to organize the economics
as a whole.
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T- Do you have any particular teaching methods you would like to share with GAFLians?

L- I would like to talk about the presentations students perform in my class. | think giving presen-
tations in front of others is the best way to learn. Even if giving presentations is difficult and takes a
long time to prepare, through that difficulty one learns a lot and grows into an efficient person.
When giving presentations, one has to show confidence even if extremely nervous and shivering
inside. One also has to maintain a certain level of voice. They don’t have to shout but they definitely
should not whisper. | provide microphones for students with quiet voices, but it would be much
better if the speech is delivered without a microphone. A good presenter has to face his audience no
matter what. The audience knows when having heard a great speech. The students give the present-
er loud applause without being asked to do so. Therefore, it is extremely important to grab the audi-
ence with an attractive speech.

T- What message do you want to tell GAFLians?

L- GAFLians, please visit the library. Go there and read books which are helpful to you. Even if the
books are not related to your course studies or grades, | assure you guys that they will be a great
help to your college studies and to your adulthood. | want to emphasize this once more. Please
visit the library and borrow at least one book before you guys graduate.

T- Thank you for accepting this interview and I am sure that your words will surely help students
adjust their adolescence.

Reporter Ji Yun Jang
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Before we jump onto the article, let's have a peek at what foreigners think of Korea

I like Kovea because I like Korean drama, wwmsic and wevie.
That is the wain reasen. And Kerea has lsts of variety shews
that are very very very 'Fuhw.J. And all the K—pep S6Mgs Are
catchy. Kevean pesple are friendly for me but semetimes
they are shy, tee. Kerean Ftﬁ?lt is rtall-.j %u& at danc-iw:;
net n—.luj that Kerean fesds ave tasty, such as Kimchi.

Last but wet least I like all these cesl P'&L-!.'s in Kerea such

@ Mincyl, barisea in Malarsia s the amuswment park, Jeju Island, Busan and Sesul. »

&L

* SerTouslyg I like the Asion people amd thetr politewess,
1 think that koreons are a great people with
O Tmpressive history omnd beautTul cultures,
You koreons ore all my respect, And koreou givrls
ore so Cute,

@ Almen, Suitarist in FranCe

- I think Korea and Koreans are pretty amazing. I think
they are unique and their own way. Mostly, ] really like
how Koreans Can keep up with all those big boy and
girl bands. T'm really intO their entertainment industry
as many many agree with me!®?

@ (Christna, an aCuress In AmeriCa

r

“l t]:lmlg]jt Korea is very beautiful because when I landed at the
airport, Sun was going down and way to solve looked amazing. It

reminded me a lot of Newyork with more neon and bright ll&hta I
thounght Koreans have good music because we watched a lot of
Korean Mtv in our room and that Koreans liked to laugh a lot.?? - H

@ Danry, student in AmeTica

onn # "IN
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inding the Natioral Treasure
-~ 'PRIDE KOREA' of GAFL

May 1st. second graders of GAFL(Gysongii Academy of Forsign Languagse)

made a memorable experience. They went to Gang-Nam NANTA Theatre

to watch a Nanta show which was planned as a part of Pride Korea

programme. 'Pride Korea' is a programme which GAFL made to

refresh students who are exhausted of studying. But 'Pride

Korea' is not just a picnic. Once a month. each class

plansfor where to go and what to do with the different
g themes under the purpose of Pride Korea. The progra
-mme was created to make students feel proud of

their own country from the experience of enjoying

the traditional culture or visiting Korgan famous

companies or beautiful attractions and so on.

Pride Korea is a valuable programme for the

4 would-be global leaders, since it implants
the thought that the "The most Korean

style could be the most international

style’ into their mind.

Nanta is a non-verbal performance, integrating Korean
traditional Samulnori rhythm with the beats of kitchenwares used as
percussions. The show was first performed in October, 1907. Since

then. it has attracted a great number of people. now recording

high above 4 million of audiences in Korean history. It was also
performed internationally on Broadway and in Japan. China. many
Europe countries and countless other places. Nanta can be condensed
into a word *worldwide®. Even it is the person living in Korea who might
not have had a chance to watch the show yet. he certainly

would have heard of Nanta at least once.
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Nanta is a non-verbal performance. integrating
Korean traditional Samulnori rhythm with the beats
of kitchenwares used as percussions. The show

was first performed in October, 1007. Since then,
it has attracted a great number of people. now
recording high above 4 million of audiences in
Korean history. It was also performed internation-
ally on Broadway and in Japan, China, many
Europe countries and countless other places.
Nanta can be condensed into a word "worldwide®.
Even it is the person living in Korea who might not
have had a chance to watch the show yet. he

certainly would have heard of Nanta at least once.
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The actors in a Nanta show do not speak any
lines in full sentences. They are similar to actors
in Charlie Chaplin's movie- no lines, but only with
exaggerated gestures and the beats. However,
even without the lines, surprisingly. everyone
could understand and enjoy the performancs.
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MNanta has a story. Three cooks start their day with
organizing the kitchen and preparing the veg-
stables and ingredients. Then the bad-temperad
manager orders them to prepare food for the
wedding by 6 o'clock- only giving them 1 hour for
the preparation. Not much time left to go. they are
in such a flap because of such an unexpected
news. To make matters worse, the manager brings
young nephew with him and demands the cooks
to teach him and prepare for the food together. At
first three cooks don't like the rookie, but they
start cooking anyway. While preparing the recep-
tion, the three original cooks and the recruit cook
get closer and also the audience join together.
Finally, it is 6 o'clock. They have made a suc-
cessful conclusion! The wedding banquet is
progressed favorably. After the main event ends,
all the four cooks and the manager have passion—
ate party. With their extreme power, exploding
energy and the sound. they make the most over—

S0 to speak, Nanta is a cooking drama. However,
audiences do not just 'watch' the drama. Nanta's
real charm is that audience can get into the act.

On that day, the students actually cooked foods,

ol & ¥R
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Nanta was an excsllent choice as a first pro-
gramme of Pride Korea. The 'water perfor-
mance' at the end of the show was so power-
ful that it can't be forgotten from our memory.
The students felt even more proud of our
county Korea. | hope Gaflians learn more
about our country through the rest of the Pride
Korea programmse.

For next 'Pride Korea' planned to be in June
5th, it will be progressed by each class. The
second graders are going to visit Bukchon
Hanok Villige, Heyri Art Village, Jongmyo
Shrine and many other places. Coming soon!

GAFL

IR o -



=
s

GAFL P

SCHOOL LIFE

Teacher’s Day
in GAFL

bv Reporter Kim, Sol

" Early morning, every class was busy decorating the
classroom. Yes, It was 15th of May, Teacher’s day.
Song of teacher's day has been sung, endless clap-
ping and laughing continued. When it was nine,
various small events in each class came to an end
and students moved to the gymnasium for the
school’s official teacher’s day event.

Students still excited, the assembly started.
After the salute and national anthem, the class
president came out and placed flowers to
homeroom teachers' pocket. Heartwarming
conversation passed on and after having a
handshake, all of the class presidents went
back to their seats. Then, student from stu-
dent council read out a letter for the teachers.
The letter was about our love toward the
teachers, At the end of the letter the speaker
asked the audience to say, "We love you', after
he says "Teachers". Shouting of the students
rumbled the whole assembly hall and the ap-
plause echoed throughout the gym.

‘N-F
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When the formal ceremony was over, the second
event started with the screen read ing "Enquet”,. Actu-
ally, a few days before, the enquet questions had
been asked to every students and teachers. It was
time to announce the results. When the first question
was raised, everyone started to shout some of the
teachers’ names. The first question was the teacher
who seems to make the finals difficult. Following
questions were the teachers with quickest first kiss,
extreme care for their body. Teacher who picked as
the answer had to come up to the stage and answer
question from the MCs. Some of the teachers seemed
very embarrassed but every teacher tried to answer
the questions sincerely. Some even danced!

Atmosphere heated up after the enquet. Then
followed the "teacher mimicking" contest . Sad
for the audiences, there were only two volun-
teering teams. The first team imitated more
than five teachers including a native teacher.
The hall was full of laughter. Even the photog-
rapher, forgot to take pictures and laugh out
and enjoyed the contest together. While con-
test continued the randomly selected judges
kept scoring. The result of the contest has
been decided after three more spontaneous
volunteers which were if nothing else more hi-
larious. All of the volunteers were prized and
the contest came to an end.

Two hours has gone really fast. It was the first
time for the first graders to experience the
teacher's day in GAFL. All of the events were
very creative and interesting. Also, it was great
to see the new side of the teachers, such as
dancing, wearing school uniform. However,
event was only focused on some of the par-
ticular teachers. If the event was more focused
on every teacher and make more event be-
tween class and their homeroom teacher, the
event would have been better. Anyway, the
teacher's day was successful, and interesting.

www.gal




Gafl's Club
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In the early months of last year while I celebrated my enrollment in CHIME, some of my friends
questioned its necessity in school. I shrugged. Following months, I was tortured by my own friends,
who either did not even know the existence of CHIME, or absurdly blamed me and CHIME's daily
radio programs for their lunch-time concentration failures. I was infuriated by their deeds, but since I
knew nothing of CHIME for myself, I could not find any words to fight back.

o
i Club Activites

But I do now. Upon entering the second year of school, current CHIME members and I fully took
charge of the all the works handed down by previous members; Monday chapels, daily radio
programs, filming of important school events followed by presentation of video clips and a lot more.
But with these, the legacy of enduring low budgets and fighting for camcorders im administrative
office were also passed onto us. Initially, conditions of our broadcasting station were dire, aching to
say. Wall was pale blue and the curtain was seemingly yellow (obviously because the fabric had
gotten dirty), freaky in style, considering that it is a broadcasting station. Inside, there was only one
microphone, an anmoying old version computer that ceased to proceed, and other analogue devices on
which the switches did not work decently. These impeded our creative ideas and watered on our
firing ambitions. Looking back, we were assigned with important tasks, yet were working under
unparallel circumstances. Situations ameliorated, though, thanks to CHIME members’ combined

efforts to earn recognition. In the early months of 2010, we advertised CHIME recruitment
via wall TVs in the freshman hallway and the main hall lobby.
We taped posters everywhere.
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We worked our guts off during the muri-festival — filmuing
performances, interviewing crowds,

and throwing ourselves to take pictures at spectacular angles.

Afterwards, we bought Starbucks coffee
tor all the teachers and administrative
faculties who had lent us their equipments.

Then we gradually got in good terms with administrative office. People became more

interested m us. Broadcasting station was finally sponsored economically and now there

are three microphones, two monitors, digital andio device, lime light dangling from the

ceiling, and an On Air sign. And even transmitting video to all classrooms became possible,

which bodes really well for our future. Increasing peoples” recognition actually aroused our,,
passion and we are ever grateful for that. We are not only honing and developing our skills

but also implementing creative plans that were only dreamt of before.
CHIME hroadcash:ng station is situated in the very eastern parh:i main

g g

ewtracﬁngTPﬁlesfrnmSmrcammr@mthelaptnp_ Itis aplacewherewesxtf

where emanates pleasant warmth of passion, where the still
persists. A place that defines who we are: CHIME. -
What does CHIME mean? It means a bell ring, or a messenger to deliv
news. We promise to be those messengers, the informers of
provide visual memoirs for Gaflians to reminisce; to &
neglect time and place when working for GAFL.
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T(Topnotch) : Hi, Yu Ri. &%
Y(Yu Ri)
T : Today I am meeting you as an interviewer, not

: Hi. &5

as a friend. It feels very different, &%
Don't take it too awkward but please enjoy this
time being treated as an interviewee,

Y : Well...Okay» A

T : In English-Japanese Department, you are called
IT BLIS by the students. (In Korean, "&L} 2"
means the 'baby tree’ in the state of immature
which symbolizes person who has a dream to be
something or just designates young children.) |
can see this nickname derived from your ou
standing skills in computer. Was there any
conclusive factor that made this nickname
become yours?

Y : Last year, at the beginning of the first term,

1010 JANIER

- < - =<

: Oh, now I remember!** First time hearing about

:'IT JLER is the prize given to the students who

: Ah~ How do you feel when you hear people

: Still shy? kkk

: Yes, still...AA

: I heard that you took the first place in recent
'MCAS(Microsoft Certified Application Specialist)

: &) Thank you... But actually I am not the first

by Editor Kim, Jueun

the religion teacher asked us to write down the
10 strong points of oneself which we think we
have. You remember? Considering what to write
as nothing had been come up, | just wrote down
that I received the prize of 'IT BLIE' from the
Agency of Education(il 73 ).kk Everyone in my
class laughed at the name of prize, 'IT BLIF",

and from then they started to call me TT &L}

that prize, I thought it was little funny name. kk
What was that prize for? And how did you get it?

have obtained lots of qualification cards in comp

-uter after passing the exam.

calling you ‘IT BLIS"?

EXCEL' that was held as the national competition.

Congratulations!

place! ‘Go Jung II' teacher mistook my score for
the highest one... and he gave teachers the wro
-ng fact..~*; But I did get in the rank able to get
a prize!

. All the students and teachers knew that you were

: |
the first prize! ~#;: Well, for all that,



congratulations with all my heart! Then isn't it
true either that you are going to Utah, US.A in
thissummer vacation?

: Yeah..'®

: I'm sorry for that TT But we all know that you are
the great 'IT Girl. When did you start learning the
computer?

: Well... I'm not so sure... but maybe when [ was in
grade 3 of elementary school.

: Then do you have any plans to achieve in this
field?

: I haven't thought about it specifically , but I
wanna keep up with the computer as I'm doing
right now... and frankly, if the chance allows, |
wanna learn more about this field.

: Is your dream, I mean... your image of the future
related with the computer?

: No~ It isn't. It's not connected in any shape or
form. A4,

: How do you take your meeting with the co
-mputer?

: Meeting? ... What do you mean?

: I mean the opportunity that you got to study the
computer when you were in grade 3 of elemen
-tary school.

: Actually at first, started on the sole purpose of
learning the basics of computer, but I have
achieved unexpected high score and became
more ambitious, so I fell into learning computers.
: So then you had an inborn talent, right?

Y : As [ do more about this, I feel I do not TT In the

beginning, 1 was under the illusion that I'm very
talented in this kind of study, but I realized I am
not. )

: I know that you are also good at Japanese! Tell
me the way how you study.

: To tell the truth, I was one of that famous
‘YIEI} 2O E7|XHA person who lost the hope

TOPNO
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in studying Japanese and finally gave it up)’ till
the first term of grade 1. But I did make the
summer vacation as a turning point for a chan
-ge. Opening the first page of the Japanese
workbook that we were using in school, | looked
into a book again. Then I, on purpose, tried to
memorize lots and lots of the vocabularies, since
[ had studied the Chinese characters a lot when I
was little. Especially the JLPT words.

T : So that's the way you tasted the improvement?

-

: Yeah. :D I think memorizing lots of words is
connected directly with the progress in ability.

- A word for the ¥ ZX}?

: We can correct the Japanese whenever! kkk

: Okay kkk

. Thank-u for today's interview.

< € = < =

: I can't understand why you guys are interview
-ing me.

T : We knew that you were going to Utah.

Y&T : kkkkkkk Hahahahaha

T : 1 think it's better leaving now.

Y : OK. Good night. *'f;:;

T : You, too. Bye.

l ]
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Gaflian Heroes

DaYoung Oh

Wake up, study, ear, plav and sleep. This may be a usual routine for
maost of the high school siudents in Korea, Even the simplest
schedule as such sometimes is a real burden for the students.
However, some Gaflians added some more “actions” in their life
cvele 1o change the world into a better place. Protecting migratory
birds, translaring Sijos and changing education policv — they are
the trie heroes in GAFL, the true heroes of the world. S50 TOP
NOTCH selected four heroes and met them to hear their story.
Those four are Park Jae Hvung and Lee Jae Hvuk from TALK, Lee

Suk Young from Kalisto, and Kim Ye Jin.

Park Jae Hyung and Lee Jae Hyuk (the TALK)

With TALK members translated more than 70 Sijos; now thev are

willing fo continue their activities even in their career lives,

In Chosun dynasty, many scholars and poets created their own
world under three lines of 45 letters — under the form or Korean
traditional poem, Sijo. A century later, two high school heroes
opened the gate to the world dwelling in Sijo so that even
foreigners can peak in Chosun dynasty; Park Jae Hyung and Lee
Jae Hyuk in September 2009, organized the Translators of
Artistic Language of Korean, TALK in short. Park recalled that
gripping Sijo of Hwang Jin E, a female poet and a hostess during
Chosun Dynasty, he bumped in Korean literature class one day
which deeply engraved upon his heart. S0 he promptly
suggested his poetic friend, Lee Jae Hyuk to establish the TALK
and they together gathered six passionate members in GAFL.
TALK bears three ‘global leader-like’ goals: Translating 1,000
Korean ancient literatures in English, being a Non Government
Organization, and opening a website for cultural exchange,

2010 ) ALK

To achieve these goals, their short-term goal is to expand the
TALK. They plan to contact students from other schools, literary
organizations and professors in United States who have interest
in Sijo. Park and Lee, in the interview with TOP NOTCH, said that
they will help out the TALK even in their future career as a
scholar of ecopolitics and a participant of International
Organization.

Now as the first semester of TALK goes by, our two heroes
confide that they faced some hardships in TALK. In the weekly
meeting, some members are absent without any specific reason
or insincere with their assigned works. So until now, TALK
translated 7o Sijoes out of 300, far from the number the two
heroes planned at the first place. Also, since they are yet
students, they couldn't access to professional information in
translating. However, even in this very moment, TALK’s
translators and their two leaders endeavor to get over those
hardships as soon as possible and to proceed with their
meaningful work. TOPNOTCH hope we can see the TALK from
GAFL becoming a NGO soon and people around the world to
love Sijo, thanks to the TALK. “Gaflians, please stay tuned for
our activities,” Jae says in promising eyes. Next to him, Jae Hyuk
is more than decided, *way to go, TALK!"

Lee Suk Young (Kalisto)

This girl is hiding fierceness under her smiles — she collecred

signatures and participated in protesis o protect Bam Island where

migralory birds rest.

Wﬂuld you believe if there is an island in the middle of Seoul
where migratory birds rest in? It does exist; The Bam island.
Most people don't even know that there is a Bam island near
Yeoyido. Actually, because Bam island is an only spot where
birds can take a rest during their trying journey, to protect the
Bam



Island can directly affect the health of migratory birds. So three
activists from Incheon Foreign Language High School, GAFL and
Dongwon high school launched *Kalisto' to secure the sweet
rest of those birds. Lee Suk Young, one of the founding
members of Kalisto collected signatures from Gaflians and
made a poster to warn about the current destruction of the
island with the help from her friend. She says, “The honking
noise from Mapo Bridge and Seokang Bridge inflict the birds. So
we should set a speed limit on those bridges. She and other
Kalisto members brought this idea to the local government,
local Universities and NGOs. Though environment-friendly,
setting a speed limit in large bridges was yet too ineffective for
the government. 5till, their endeavor didn't pay out. So Kalisto
opened a blog to store information about Bam Island and went
to tour the Bam Island by water taxi. Many Gaflians began to
realize the reality of the Bam Island. Some joined in for real
action, and the others signed in protecting the island. Lee Suk
Young found interest in protecting the environment in
elementary school years, impressed by an essay, ‘savers of the
wild animals.” After watching a movie ‘Inconvenient Truth’, she
took a real action for the environment. She said in the future,
she will continue her action at the Korean Embassy in France.
We may see an article about her success in protecting Bam
Island with her picture on it someday. Lee finished our interview
with another suggestion for the 'green action’, *l want to tell you
Gaflians. When you come out from your darkroom, turn off the
heater and light, And never ever forget to plug out your hair
drier!” Told you, she is hiding fierceness under her smiles,

Kim Ye Jin

Girl of humor and sparkling ideas. She researched about current
problems of the discretion class and suggested some wavs io

avercaome them in her thesis,
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In a High school Competition for academic theses, some
professors were indeed surprised by the professionalism of the
thesis "How to improve the quality of discretion class for
educating creativity, written by a high school girl. In her thesis,
she stated the current problems that discretion class bears and
how ways to overcome those problems, based on her
experience from Japan, She is our third heroin, Kim Ye Jin. She is
now set-ready to change the whole educational system of
Korea.

The thesis mentioned was awarded in that competition. Kim Ye
Jin included in the thesis the problem of discretion classes.
Discretion classes are the classes planned voluntarily and
randomly by the homeroom teachers or the students. She
suggested six ways of how the class should be: the class
should shift from academic one to outer-curriculum activities,
and should adapt to a peculiar character of the local area. Since
yet many students are unaware of the discretion class, the
government should provide them an orientation about the
class.

Kim Ye Jin wants to be a general of the Department of
Education-Technology and Science. She dreams that she can
pave the road to the pursuit of variety in Korean education, So
she plans to limit the number of students graduating the
university and put more art, and P.E. class on the curriculum.

When asked how she will treat her students when she becomes
a teacher, she replied, *| want to be another friend of my own
students.” Kim Ye Jin is actually a quiet friendly figure when you
get along with her, S0 TOPNOTCH is sure she will be a best
teacher for students, and that she will be a heroin in the history
of Korean education, “Don’t make me be too heroic. It is not my
way of life. | am quite outgoing kind of person, you know." Her
friendly humility quietly shines,
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‘Somking Gun

Ignites the Tension
Between the Two Koreas

Civiliar-militasy probe of South Korea finally found the smoking

gun of the North Korea's attack on Cheon-An navy warship.
While investigating the sinking site, Hshing boats scooped

components of North Korean torpedo consisting of two propel-

lers, a shait, a motor, and a propulsion unit. On the shafr,

marking of ‘1 Beon(1™ )" was written which is consistent with ‘4

Hol4 %), marking of another North Korean torpedo which

salvaged the area near NLL zone seven yvears ago. Air lorce Brig
General Hwang Won-Dong said, “INo other countres mark theis

torpedo component with a Korean letter.”

”*-"*(HLI =/
nRtﬂrDe do

Also, same kind of white powder called oxidized aluminum
was covering both the propeller unit and the inside of the
salvaged wanhip. This powder seems to have tormed when
the aluminum powder inside the warhead was oxidized by
the heat of the explosion. Corrosion state ol propulsion unit
and the sunken ship was almost similar, too.

“This torpedo was recognized as CHT-QOZD after comparing
with the blueprint included in the North Korean arms

export catalog,” added general Hwang.

20000 ] UK
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With these compelling evidences, Defense military announced on 21th that this was a clear provocation and the
government would take a hard line against North Korea, President Lee positively expressed his will of suggesting
scientific proof to persuade the intermational society. Defense minister Kim Tae-Young already explained about the

solid evidence to diplomats from 30 different nations,

On the other hand, North Korea government still denies the charge and asserts continuous hostility or sanctions

may result in closure of North-South ties. They warn that South Korea should accept their inspectors to show the

proofs

South Korean government is now preparing for the military
action. Defense minister Kim summoned the commander
council right after announcing the results investigated. 20
commanders including air, army, and navy Chicf of Staff and
Chairman of Joint Chief of Staff attended. The council
discussed about military trend of North and strengthening
our own naval power with underwater detection equipments
and robots. If North Korea doesn’t acknowledge their faule,
the military is going to react with military action in order to

prevent recurrence of the attack.

The Defense Ministry is also examining resumption of
propaganda broadecast such as loudspeaker broadcast and
electronic display board. This had been done in the frontlines
to make people aware of the state of tension since the Korean
War. The ministry is also preparing strategic countermeasures
against possible provocation of North Korea afver this propa-

ganda broadcast starts.

Yoo Myoung-Hwan, the Minister of Foreign Affairs and Trade, said he would raise the Cheon-An case at the
United Nations Security Council. “Military provocation like this case harms international peace and security and
also violates both the armistice agreement and the U.N. Charter,” said Yoo. The ministry will start procedures for

submitting sanctions and is already working on reinforcing restrictions toward North wath allied nations such as
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Large-sized Management Company, westemn style beauty, and
extraordinary singing ability are things Wonder Girls did not
have. However, the only thing they had, never-ending endeavor,
finally got them to the Billboard Hot 100 Singles chart.

Wonder Girls is the fourth group from Asia and the first from
South Korea to be in the Billboard Hot 100. These figures
already show how hard it is for Asians to be in the Hot 100. To
be in there, Wonder Girls resolved to give up numerous things
and undergo much more troubles. They decided to leave Korea
while Korea's music industry was proving their heyday. Yet, U.5.
did not have spare time to be delighted with their visit as it was
facing the economic crisis then. While U.S. was persevering with
its economic crisis, Wonder Girls had to endure their contracting
management company's refusal to release the album of this
challenging Asian new group. Eventually, their manager
linyoung Park decided to move in their independent
management company.

The following reasons show how Wonder Girls was able to make
this splendid outcome. First of all, they made their debut on
Jonas Brothers’ world tour concert. Jonas Brothers are group of
three brothers which has great popularity in U.S., even named
‘president of U.5. girls'. As one of the groups doing the opening
act for the U.S. leg of Jonas Brothers® 2009 world tour, Wonder
Girls were able to show their performance to millions of people
for fifty times — even to Obama’s family! — and gain many fans.

Next was the special place where they sold their promotion
album. They sold their album in *Justice’, a children’s clothing
shop which has more than one hundred stores in the U.S. for
only a dollar! This enabled teenagers to readily enjoy Wonder
Girls' songs that led to the great sales volume and ramp to the
Hot 100.

Wander Girls?
Wonder Girls!

DongEun Choi

Last were their several charming points. Their infectious
bubblegum pop tunes and easily learnable dance made
numerous girls be 50 enthusiastic as to imitate them. Their retro
and Korean styles approached teens with peculiar attraction.
“The song is very popular in the region now because it is
accompanied by a sexy dance and a good tune,” Ms Winnie
Wong, a dancer in her dance group Rhythm Stylus said in one
interview.

Little by little acquiring fame, Wonder Girls’ first single *Nobody'
not only held 76th place in the Hot 100, but also gradually
appeared in the press. It has appeared on Fox TV Wendy
Williams show, People, and Access Hollywood, etc which are all

very well-known, authoritative TV programs or newspapers in
L.S.

Hasty evaluation should be avoided! They are still just a toddler
in U.5."s music industry. Their formal album did not start yet
and none of them want Koreans to call them world star now.
Though, considering their past achievements, sure it is that
there would be lots of opportunities to enjoy their success. One
of their fans said that if they mix the alphabets of the group
name “Wonder Girls," it could be "World Singer'. Even though
some might think Wonder Girls as a group wandering over the
harsh music industry food-chain, they are wonder themselves.
Let's give them a big trust!
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Hollywood. It's the place of dreams, movies, stars, and a place
where just listening to its name leaves people breathless and with
magnificent imagination, Hollywood is the home for many
celebrities cherished not only in the U.5, but globally, and is the
root of myriad blockbuster movies that most people have heard
about not just once but many times in their lives. It is a challenge, a
dream, a final goal that they want to accomplish. This was no
exception to Korean actors and actresses,

However, even less than a decade ago it was impossible for Korean
actors to even dream about setting their foot in the United States to
film an international movie, hampered by numerous factors
regarding faculties in dramatizing or language barriers, In spite of
such impediments — like the adage, “If there's a will there's a way"
= within a decade the Koreans have made a way.

A debut in Hollywood leaves the contenders with quite a struggle,
for it meant folding his/her career in the home country and making
a fresh start, dubious of the possibility of success. Also, since
Hollywood is an unprecedented attempt there was no example, no
advice excepl one's decision and will. Rain (Jung, i Hoon) is the
first and the best example of success in Hollywood. After much
success in Korea as a singer and an actor Rain decided to fly to
Hollywood to test his limits and skills as a singer. Due to his
insightful vision to push himself to the global standard, he had his
mindset fixed on testing himself beyond the peripheries of his own
country. Due to his fast adaptation to a new environment and
extreme self development, he was invited to “Talk Asia™ on CNN in
2005, and selected as one of the hundred most influential people in
2006,

In 2007, finally he met the Wachowski Brothers. He was cast on the
movie Speed Racer as an onental character ‘Taejo’. Although, the
movie itself did not go well, Rain thought his opportunity very rare
and fortunate. He even said, “There were three major opportunities
in my life. First is when | met Park Jin Young, second is when | met
Wachowski Brothers and the last is when | was given the main actor
role in the movie “Ninja Assassin.” How fortunate this chance might
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Korean movie stars
iIn Hollywood

DongWoa Shin

have been to Rain, he never imagined what he was in for. While
training for martial arts in Speed Racer, Rain showed hard-working
and diligent (which he is) image to his martial arts trainer Chad
Stahelski, who happened to recommend Rain for the main actor in
Ninja Assassin,

Now, he is once again invited to “Talk Asia”™ on CNN and waiting for
his blockbuster movie Ninja Assassin to be launched. With his
passion and dream, Rain opened the door to Hollywood for more
Korean actors to challenge.

Another pioneer of Hollywood is Byung-Hun Lee. Unlike Rain,
making “quiet” debut to Hollywood, he came back with a homerun
as one of the most memorable movies of 2009 G.l.Joe. It was
somewhat more meaningful to Korean audiences, for Byung-Hun
Lee played one of the major characters (unlike their expectations),
‘Storm Shadow’. Although G.l.Joe may have been unfamiliar among
Korean audiences, in the U.S, was one of the most highly expected
movies. This meant that acting needed to be concise and
appropriate so as to survive from such great envisagement.

Receiving much attention and expectation, G.1.Joe was launched in
summer of 2009. Despite several apprehensive factors of the
criteria, mainly Lee's English skills as well as accent or
pronunciation, he worked it out perfectly. Also, according to the
ariginal scenario, Lee was a character that had a mask on for the
whole movie but the director Steven Sommers wanted it off. There
are also opinions that Lee’s success was somewhat expected, for
when his award winning movie “Bittersweet Life™ was introduced to
Morthern America and Europe, his acting was widely acknowledged.
He has already filmed his next movie, ‘| Come with Rain’.

What once seemed impossible, and what would have been
impossible still, has now opened its doors to new challengers.
Without the sacrifices and visions of two young actors — the
pioneers of a whole new different world — Hollywood still would
have remained a dream. But Hollywood is no longer a dream but a
ladder for us to climb.
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*‘Made in China'

You can still find these three words in nearly 20% of all
products in the world economy, an estimate of $1216 billion in
value, That simple stamp has made China into the country it is
today. However, seeing this stamp on children’s toys, cheap
mechanical pencils, and very unreliable food products may
have given the impression that China's economy is simply run
by thousands of unsanitary factory workers, with muscle but no
brain. Even just 10 years ago, this belief wasn’t so off-track.
Simple industrial productivity accounted for nearly 60% of the
Chinese GDP. Right now, the Republic of China has become the
macho man with a PhD.

In 2007, President Hu Jintao visited a country called Namibia, a
rarely recognized country, just between South Africa and
Angola. It is one of the greatest sufferers inside of the African
continent, where more than half of the country’s population live
on less than a dollar a day. The reason that President Hu Jintao
visited this country was supposedly to financially aid the poor
country, but even more, to rack up some business contacts
between the Namibian government and China’'s state-
controlled companies.

So very soon Namibia invested $55.3 million in Nuctech, a
Chinese government cargo container scanner company,
However, exactly what motivated Namibian government to
invest in Nuctech remains a mystery. The fact that an influential
Namibian government official was found to have received a
substantial amount of money from Nuctech seems to provide a
possible answer. Namibia is currently tied up by its contract
with Nuctech and can only buy its scanners from this Chinese
company.

Smart Kung-fu

JagHyunyg Park

The true problem here is that this does not appear to be the first
case of such “aid-provided’ monopolization. Countries such as
South Africa, Rwanda, Zambia and elsewhere which have also
received large amounts of Chinese investment are also feared to
have already fallen prey. A more recent interest of the Chinese
government toward Southeast Asia is also bringing suspicions.
China’s economic support is surely bringing significant change
in the African landscape, but it also seems to be raking a lot of
money for itself as well,

The newest market in the house, renewable energy, has also
caught China's eyes. China's cities have always been
unattractive because of their yellow air and unidentifiable
smell. But China is showing interest in renewable energy not
only for tuming into a more likeable country but also for the
great potential inside of this market. The $12 billion budget on
renewable energy makes the investment on the Three-Gorges
Dam look like a mere stepping stone. It accounts for the largest
amount of investment worldwide, nearly 30% of the
international budget. Ever since the country first set its foot
inside renewable energy it has been the leading country in both
wind and hydroelectric power. This May, China also announced
an enormous solar energy plan, scheduled to be completed by
2020. Considering its vast deserts on its western side, this
investment seems very promising as well. China is expected to
have about 20% of its electricity fueled by renewable resources
by 2020 as well.

Due to its still semi-closed economy, the economic crisis
wasn’t capable of shaking China much compared to the U.5.
China’s $586 billion stimulus package looks like it's going to do
the final trick, and while the U.S. is still going downhill, China is
already making it upwards. Recent push-and-pull pelicies
toward the U.S. are also gradually shaking off its large
dependence on U.5. trade.

China is now playing it smart. The country has gone through
enough intemal and external setbacks and now it knows how to
play a ball in the capitalist economy, China has always had the
muscle to hit hard, and is now beginning to show some serious
kung-fu. The rise of China is no longer a theory. In fact, that big
thing is standing right next to you.



One of the most eye-catching news is the fraudulent election
prosecuted in Iran, At first, there weren't any suspicious moves
except that 475 people decided to run as candidates in Iran’s
10th president election held on 12, June, 2009. More than 46
million people were eligible to cast their ballot for this attracting
election.

Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, a former president of Iran in 2005
election, and Mir-Hossein
Mousavi have been the most
promising candidates among
the candidates: each from
‘Abadgran’, Alliance of Builders
of Islamic Iran, and the other
party from Independent
Reformist, With the passionate
response from the citizens of
Iran, Mahmoud Ahmadinejad
won by a landslide,
overwhelmingly gaining 62.46%
of supports while Mir-Hossein
Mousavi only a half, 33.87%. This election was suspended until
the midnight of the election and preceded 4 hours longer than
originally scheduled concluding time. However, questions arise
since Mahmoud won this election in unexpectedly large gaps
over Mil-Hossein Mousavi. The foreign media are on raising
concern about this sudden inflation of Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad’s support because this incumbent president of
Iran has been an infamous figure both domestically and
internationally. Not only has he been questioned for his
legitimacy in the Iran’s domestic parties but also for his support
for the free elections. The authenticity of the election has
become major concern among many other countries especially
the U.S since America has been in the constant engagements
with Iran. Also, that Mir-Hossein Mousavi acknowledged his
defeat in this election rather questioningly warmly remains
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Iran:
Reflecting the Korean 3.15 election?

JiYun Jang

dubious. Now the consequences are making this election even
more suspicious with the surging rebellion from Iranians
claiming anti-government moves.

After the outcome of the election, there has been a constant
rebellion from Mir-Hossein Mousavi proponents, grouped by
the name of ‘Twitter Revolution.” About 36 people died in this
peaceful but rather harsh, failed riot. In response, the
supporters of Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad rallied in Tehran
against the supporters of
Mousavi's.

The election held in lran
resulted from the long history of
2009. June 13th election when
the candidates were the same-
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad versus
Mir- Hossein Mousavi-
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad
ironically won. In response to
the election, the supporters for the Mir-Hossein Mousavi
marched to the streets to protest. The protest grew as the day
passed. The paramilitary group of Mousavi supporters, Basji
appeared at Tehran University and involved in violence with the
government police officers and opponents of Mir-Hossein
Mousavi. The protests didn't soothe for a long time even when
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad appeared on the podium to declare for
his inauguration speech as his diplomacy for the presidency.
What's so strange about the current election outcome is that on
last June, Mir-Hossein Mousavi had been claiming for the re-
election passionately while today, he seemed to have given up.
These days, Iranians are making their voices aloud to pull down
Mahmoud, the so-called *dicatator.’ This election has not been
proven corrupted but constant questions and investigations are
prosecuted to define the authenticity of this election,
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Financial Crisis 2007 — 2009

| guess all the GAFL students are already familiar with the term
‘Financial Crisis 2007 — 2009" which has been a huge issue
throughout the whole planet as the bubble-popping finally
appeared on the surface since last year. We all consider that
this crisis was caused by Subprime Mortgage. Yeah, it’s true,
partly! But the thing is, what we linked as the direct factor was
actually only a trigger. To put it in another way, besides
Subprime Mortgage, this whole tragedy was to happen with any
other form anyway.

To begin with, we should look carefully at the economic
conditions of the US in 2007. First of all, the structural changes
in US industries. In the process of the main industry shifting to
IT from manufacturing, the job creation did not catch up with
the pace of the fast altering society. For example, the
retrogression of the auto industry — the top-class market—
worldwide resulted in alleviated productivity, which means
increased unemployment. Therefore, the jobless had no more
option than depending on mortgage-backed securities (an
asset-backed security or debt obligation that represents a claim
on the cash flows from mortgage loans, most commaonly on
residential property).

Back then, the ambience of society had been boosting the

consumptions even though their real income decreased,
adjusted by the working hours and inflation rate. And banks

YeHin Bask

sold large amount of “sub-prime™ mortgages to many people
who could not afford to purchase a house, and introduced very
low interests rate to counter the effects of the 2000 crash of the
“New Economy” stock bubble. When people couldn't pay their
interests back, finally, they had no choice but to sell their
house, and all this process drove to the downfall of house
pricing. The falling house values following the burst of the
housing bubble and the inability of many subprime morigage
holders to continue to make their monthly payments were
certainly the straws that broke the camel’s back.

Few would doubt that the deregulations which started with the
repeal of the Glass-steagall act and leniency on immoral acts
prompted financial firms, and left fewer safety zones for
emergency.

Altogether became the Big Tub filled with bubbles, which had to
be popped someday. And the case of Subprime Mortgage was
just the first blot to be uncovered. We've been convinced that
we've learned lessons from what happened in 1929, the Great
Depression. We are now, however, repeating the same mistake,
only even more deteriorative one. To save our planet out of this
chaos, the equilibrium between regulation and deregulation
must be found.



“All foreign language high schools must be nullified.” As soon
as Jung Doo-Un, a member of the Hannara Party submitted this
shocking education law revision, the controversy has
commenced. The Hannara Party and others who agree to this
so-called *FLHS nullification” claimed that foreign language
high schools are nothing more than elite schools that harm our
society. The opponents insist that getting rid of FLHS would not
make any difference to Korea's educational atmosphere
whatsoever.

Those people who feel that FLHS are social evil state that FLHS
do not follow the purpose for which they were established; to
train students with linguistic abilities. “FLHS are hotbed of
private lessons where they round up elite students and make
them cling onto expensive extracurricular lessons. Also, less
than 30% of FLHS graduates study linguistics in universities,
which contradicts its purpose.” said Kim Jin-Pyo, a member of
Democratic Party. It is true that no more than 20% of FLHS
graduates have gone on to study subjects related to languages
in universities. Also, 90.8% of teachers answered that FLHS
deteriorated to “SKY university-gateway”. Giving these
statistics as proof, proponents of FLHS nullification claim that
those schools are only footings for elite students to enter first-
class universities, not places for linguistic geniuses.

Probably the biggest reason why many people agree with FLHS
nullification is because of the belief that FLHS aggravate private
education. According to national income statistics, over 1872
billion won was poured on private education in 2008. And many
people believe this astronomical amount of money was spent
largely due to FLHS. Because FLHS accept those students who
pass their difficult entrance exams, many students attend
academies in order to enter FLHS. This, in pros’ opinion,
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High Schools,
guilty or innocent?
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exacerbates private education and brings much solicitude that
educational gap between the rich and the poor would deepen.
‘With private education on their backs, only rich people would
g0 to FLHS,’ they think.

According to cons of FLHS nullification, however, FLHS is not
responsible for the “educational fever™. Educators and many
others who favor FLHS liken all this FLHS nullification fuss
witch=hunting. Just as rulers of the Medieval Ages had to blame
non-existing witch for famine and poverty, Korean government
had to blame FLHS for lighting the educational competition. The
rulers had to show the citizens that they are at least doing
something to get rid of destitution, so they hunted witches; the
government had to prove that it is trying to alleviate private
education, so it attempts to have a go at FLHS.

Nevertheless, nullifying FLHS does not have any effect on
reducing private lessons, cons claim. Students, middle
schoolers and high schoolers alike, all aim for the same goal; to
enter satisfactory universities. Bearing that goal in mind,
students turn to private tutors to excel fellow students. Now,
something needs to be clear; are the students taking private
lessons just to get through FLHS entrance exam? Do they stop
taking private lessons once they have entered FLHS? NO. The
problem lies within the educational system of Korea. The private
education-craze occurs not because of FLHS but because of
academic achievement-oriented educational system in Korea.

Until the government comes to a decision, the debate regarding
FLHS nullification would not stop boiling. Since both sides seem
extremely polarized and resolute, the government must conduct
negotiation between those two, be it turning FLHS into
specialized high schools or easing FLHS entrance exams.
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As the World Cup approaches, the interest toward the
soccer is heating up recently. In May 24th, there was a
friendly match between South Korea and Japan. And
South Korea earned a two to nothing win over Japan,
The highlights of this tournament were the goals of Park
Chuyoung and Park Jisung. Not only them, but Cha Duri
is also highly praised. Cha did not score, but showed a
powerful dribble which attracted attention. Lightly
beating the Japanese players, cha contributed to

determine the goal.
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Student Perspective

A Deeper Look Into Fischer Esterification

| . Introduction
As | learned about esters in my chemistry class, | raised a
question conceming the mechanism of esterification: why does
the carboxylic acid always give away a hydroxyl group(— OH),
and the alcohol a proton(H*)?
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It could be the reverse: H* from the carboxylic acid and —OH
from the alcohol. This would undoubtedly lead to the same
ester; however, empirical data suggests that this is not likely to
occur,
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Why?

11, Background

Esters are compounds that have an ester group(— CO0—)
inside them, so the general formula is RCOOR". They are
colorless, volatile liquids that often have pleasant odors and
are included in flowers or fruits. The artificial fruit flavors of soft
drinks and ice creams can be attributed to esters. Also, esters
are found in animal fats and plant oils as triglycerides. A
triglyceride consists of a three —carbon alcohol, glycerol, from
which three hydrocarbon chains called fatty acids extend.
Phospholipids are esters that function as fundamental units of
all biological membranes.

Esters are generally hydrophobic; therefore, they dissolve well
in nonpolar organic solvents. A few esters including methyl
formate(HCOOCH3) are exceptions to this trend.,
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An ester and a carboxylic acid that have the same number of
carbons are isomeric. Since esters cannot perform hydrogen
bonds, their boiling points are relatively lower than those of
relative carboxylic acid isomers.
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IIl, Fischer Esterification

In 1895, Emil Fischer obtained ester by adding carboxylic acid to
alcohol and heating the mixture under an acid-catalyzed
condition. Although this process demonstrates a high yield, a
large amount of alcohol is required and only the syntheses of
methyl, ethyl, propyl, and butyl esters are viable. Two
techniques are used to drive the reaction to completion: one is
to use a large excess of the alcohol, and the other is to remove
the by-product, water. The mechanism is characterized as a
nucleophilic acyl substitution,

In the first step of the reaction, the acid catalyst provides the
carboxylic acid with a proton,

The carboxylic acid gains a positive charge, which makes the
molecule vulnerable to a nucleophilic attack.
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In the second step, alcohol's nucleophilic attack results in a
tetrahedral intermediate.

H - HEH
. 31 |
T BT
| ™™ | n
" "
In the third step, a proton shifts from one oxygen to another,
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In the fourth step, H20 leaves the intermediate; in the last
step, the acid catalyst is recycled and the ester is formed.
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IV, Investigation on other possible mechanisms

First of all, could the alcohol, instead of the carboxylic acid, be
activated by the proton? When the carboxylic acid receives a
proton, the delocalized positive charge contributes to the



stability of the intermediate and the enhanced electrophilic
property of the acyl carbon. (enhances?)
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The alternative situation in which the proton attaches to the
alcohol is far less likely to occur since no resonance structure
exists. Moreover, the carboxylic acid's nucleophilic attack on an
activated alcohol would not only be difficult but also fail to

generate an ester.
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Indeed, the nucleophilic attack by the oxygen atom must be
targeted at a carbon atom in order to form an ester group. The
carbon atom of the carboxyl group is more electrophilic
compared to the carbon in the alkyl group of the alcohol.
Therefore, a nucleophilic attack on the carboxylic acid, not the
alcohol, is likely to predominate.

Based on our analysis, the tetrahedral intermediate shown in
the previous section seems inevitable, In this structure, we can
easily notice that the breaking of the R'—0H bond is not
feasible at all. Alkyl ions are too unstable to be isolated;
furthermore, if the bond is broken, the product would never
resemble the one expected.
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V. Conclusion

Through our previous discussions, we have explored the
mechanism of Fischer esterification and substantiated why and
how the products always follow a certain trend mentioned in the
introduction.

Apart from Fischer esterification, there are other esterification
methods that have higher rates and do not require acid
catalysts — for example, using acyl halides or carboxylic
anhydrides instead of carboxylic acids. Each mechanism is
similar to that of Fischer esterification, but the enhanced
reactivity of the carbonyl group and the ease with which the
leaving group withdraws itself from the tetrahedral intermediate
contribute to a higher efficiency.

Further research should shed light on how a proton transfers
itself during the third step mentioned in section 1ll, A more
sophisticated analysis is expected when the author gains more
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knowledge and insight into the field of organic chemistry in the
future.
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Student Perspective

Cornered ‘No Drama—0bama’

Recently, a noted comedian from the ‘Comedy Central’ gave a
dry jest, saying that President Barack Obama ‘is likely to be the
first president to assassinate himself. This may be true, as he is
dealing with several dilemmas concurrently, from sending more
troops to Afghanistan to supplanting the disappointing stimulus
package. But set aside your sympathy — the amount of
hardships he faces should be irrelevant matter in judging his
achievements. So, has he done a good job so far?

Well, the answer would be a merciless no.
It has already been 11 months into the
presidency and Mr. Obama has managed
to do nothing but become a mastermind of
problem reflecting, repeatedly rephrasing
the issues and compassioning people’s
adversities through excellent orating skill.
Sure, his speeches are rhetorically
beautiful. But they end there, missing
explicit resolutions that Americans really
need. So, change in direction that he
promised, it turns out, is same as before,
yet with an euphemism; Mr, Obama, who
was once expected to cause a historic
shift in America's political direction, is
discovering that there is quite a lot he
likes about the way things are,
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His penchant for picking up just where the Bush administration
had left off is clearly shown in the Predator drone program.
Operated by the Central Intelligence Agency, drone attacks have
allowed unmanned missions to tear down terrorist groups
mostly in Afghanistan. But the stark reality is that the drones
are taking thousands of civilian lives. Although formerly having
permitted the CIA's in-land bombings, Afghanistan government
is starting to get irritated, which may crack the two nation’s
relationship. Plus, to everyone’s surprise, the man of peace has
authorized as many CIA aenal attacks in Pakistan as George W.
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Bush did in his final three years in office. If he does not come up
with a new agenda, he will eventually be exposed as a
hypocrite,

Also, he is reluctant to make any bold moves in the economy —
not anymore. Few months ago, his costly stimulus plan only
succeeded in pulling up America's economy from the deep
darkness, but failed to make any further progress. Shocked by
bad results, Obama administration chose a
softer approach toward Wall Street. The
situation is likewise in the foreign policy
department; Obama is refraining from
making any clear mandates on all agendas
including whether or not to send more
troops to Afghanistan. Unlike the
statement that taking more time to
consider will bear a better solution, this
president seems to become more confused
as time flows by, mainly because of
polarized opinions from his advisor and
general Stan McChrystal. But his timid
policies on every prospect seem to have
blurred things more rather than left things
- as they were.

Perhaps the ‘Audacity of Hope' has tumed
to ‘Timidity of Despair’, as a columnist Gerard Baker puts it —
Mr. Obama’s decisive and innovating image is hopelessly giving
way to that of timid and scared. And with it he is also defaming
Democrats, which retively bodes well for the Republican Party,
albeit a party with no ideas. Although there is no need to
mention that Barack Obama is a genius issue censor and a
mind-moving orator, his honeymoon period is certainly over and
people will no longer wait for him to take an actual step. Now, it
is time that Barack Obama did something. Come on
Obama?earn back the title of ‘No-Drama Obama.’
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Photogenic Contest

TOPNOTCH opens a homepage on |
coming July, 2010. Celebrating the
launch of a homepage, TOPNOTCH
plans to held the 'photogenic contest'. [}
Everybody can join it. For further [}
imformation, please visit the homepage: |
www.gafl—topnotch.net.
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