TOPNOTCH

GYEONGGI ACADEMY OF FOREIGN LANGUAGES INTERNATIONAL NEWS MAGAZINE

7!( July 2009

SAFLC

77120l rEota

Gyeongys Acadeiny of Forsign Languag



Principal’s Message

Greetings,

This school, despite its short history, has flourished thanks to the hard
work of the teachers and the passion of the students, and is now
becoming the most desired foreign language high school to attend. The
school’s foundation, staff, and students alike will net stop striving to
turn this school into a better one: one that will nurture great individuals.
Outstanding students will be recruited on a national scale, and | will
strive to turn them into creative global leaders who will contribute
greatly to humanity,

To achieve this, we will:

-Enforce education based on Christian morals and ethics

-Help students get ready for university life with higher standards of
education

-Encourage individuality and creafivity

-Develop linguistic skills in order to establish a real global education
system that can reveal Korea to the world.

The faculty and | shall work hard to achieve the above goals, with
experience and knowledge. | will also strive to make the graduates into
not those who will conguer the world, but into true leaders who will
share with them the pain and hardships of others.,

This school's new name is Gyeonggi Academy of Foreign Languages.
With this new change, our school will rewrite history, and turn our local
education into an international one.

Thank you.

Gyeonggi Academy of Foreign Languages Principal,
Ha-Shik Park

Good to Great School!
Global Top 7 High School!
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MJFLHS starts new as GAFL

Jee Ye Choi

As of the year 2009, Myong-Ji Foreign Language High School has

changed its name to Gyeonggi Academy of Foreign Languages, |
The biggest change of all is that the school foundation has

changed from Myong-Ji to Bong Ahm Institute, and that Mr. Park

Ha Shik has become our new principal. The change to GAFL not

only means the change of name, but also everything-from the

spirit and educational policy to the school curriculum.

The underlying signal of all the changes is
the change of the school emhblem to Bong-
Ahm, meaning "the place where the

Chinese phoenix lays its egg.” The Chinese

I phoenix is said ta symbolize the benevolent

F and wise king. Thus, Bong-Ahm as the
token of our school means that Gyeonggi

Academy of Foreign Languages educates
students to be the benevolent and wise
leaders of today's world.

To live up to the whole meaning of our school's name, several
old systems of Myong-)i have been altered to raise leaders to be
global leaders. First, the daily routine of Gafilians has changed
so that Classes can start a little earlier and student can go to bed
earlier to have enough sleep to survive the next busy day at
GAFL. Also, a new program called ASG has started. ASG stands
for ‘After School of GAFL , and can be divided into 3 main terms;
during the semester, weekends, and vacations. Currently,
students take ASG after school during this semester. All 1st and
2nd graders were mandated to in the dormitories, Still,
loopholes of this program do exist; most students complain that
ASG takes up too much time. Nonetheless, with a few touches,
ASG may well become the new pride of GAFL.

As the old saying "Well begun is half done" goes, Gyeonggi
Academy of Foreign Languages certainly has stepped off on the
right foot. Expectations on GAFL are high, and GAFL and all
‘Gaflians’ can be accredited to live up to those high
expectations and become the new global leaders of our age.




Our First Sports Day as GAFL

Gaflians' sports day was celebrated on May 22nd. Following the
entrance ceremonies, of each department were the final games
of soccer, basketball and dodge ball. Other matches such as
reply, balloon-rolling were prepared. The Chinese class swept
both 1st and 2nd graders' trophies. Regardless of winning or
losing, we did spend the most energetic and exhilarating day.

# The day of being friends with the second graders.

“Sports day was not only the day of playing and running, but
also a day for first years and second years to know each other
more" said Hyun-joon(1112). He also expected this day will
forever be cherished in his heart as a "harmonious day". Min-
ah(1431) referred the sparts day as “the first and most exciting
apportunity to learn about cooperation”. Also Hyuk(1708) said
"The sports day was a great experience for 15t graders to be with
the second graders. | also hope to be one of those great second
graders that encourage the first graders in the future.” Two other
girls from Chinese-English major also interviewed with such joy.
“It was a new kind of sensation far freshman, being the
youngest. It was awesome to watch all the games and it will

As it was my first time having such [ | heard
a big festival at highschool, |
guess it was kind af a fresh

axparience.

about
competition between different
departments before, but | didn't
think it was this fierce. It was the
day that friends became complete

Lee Kang-5an

forever last in my memaory,” exclaimed Jung-moon with
enthusiasm in her eyes. Jung Min-hye, too, freely expressed her
positive views on the sports day. *| never knew that sports day
could be so exciting and competitive. It was inspiring and I'm
looking forward to next year's sports day and a victory for our
department!”

i Chinese are the best!!

As Chinese class made a grand-slam, boys from Chinese
department were very proud. “I was really surprised at GAFL
sports day. GAFL sports day was full of our students' passion
and enthusiasm. | enjoyed very much and | was proud our
department again. Farever Chinese class!!" said Hwa-
pyeung(1615), while Hyun-min(1616), another Chinese
freshman, said "It was fantastic!!! | didn't even expect that we
could win. Despite the continuous winning since our school was
established, this time, | felt anxiety that we might lose. But,
anyway... we are & EEERR!"

Now, let' s hear from other freshmen.

the fierce ) It just broke my prejudice that
foreign language high school
students must be boring. | really

lock forward to the next field day.

enemies. (We become friends

* |

Kim Sung-min(1703)

again later though)

Lee li-eun(1437)

Choi In-hye{1442)




We Love you, teacher!

Hyunju Park

On teacher's day in GAFL, many events and ceremonies were
waiting to shine this memorable day. Early in the marning,
students gathered around in classroom to prepare for their small
yet meaningful events for the teachers.

Since all teachers were told not to accept any gifts except for
cards and letters, students chose to write heartful letters and
prepared special events as a token of appreciation. On the eve
of the teacher's day, students wrote letters and cards and
planned amazing parties to give their teachers a surprise. They
decorated the entire classrooms with balloons, small pieces of
papers with grateful messages on, and chocolate pie cake
instead of expensive cake from bakeries. The blackboards in
every class were beautifully decorated with handwritten
messages and caricature of the hameroom teacher and
classmates. Students handed bunch of cards and small presents
and pinned the red carnations on the chests of their teachers.
Astonished yet very much delighted, many teachers shed tears
of joy and shared valuable time with students,

After that, all people gathered up in the gymnasium to attend a
school ceremony. The ceremony started with a congratulations
speech from the principal. Several students also went up stage
to address the letters of thanks. As usual, the orchestra 'Dolce’,
one of the most active clubs in the school, delivered a

harmonious and mellifluous performance to the audiences.
Especially on this day, Dolce played special pieces like
‘Teacher's Love' as an expression of thanks to the great teachers
in GAFL. Furthermore, the student council sang a song together
and shared the results of a survey, '"We asked GAFLIANS', which
was the most enjoyable part of the ceremany. The survey asked
several students in school to vote for one teacher who they think
to be most appropriate for the question. Many funny and witty
questions were asked, like "Who is most likely to turn away their
heads when faced with students in seven eleven?' and "‘Who is
the fashion leader of GAFL?' The teachers chosen by Gaflians as
the best fashion leaders showed a fantastic runway walk. The
teachers who were nominated to be most likely to dominate the
microphone in Karaoke boasted their remarkable singing skills.
Finally, all students stood up and sang 'Teacher's Love’ together.
On this day, many of the graduated students also visited school
to express gratitude to their respected teachers. Teachers in
GAFL had the happiest moments on the day, both with current
students and the graduates,

A teacher is just like a candle that illuminates athers while
cansuming itself. They shape the minds and characters of a new
generation and keep alive the light of learning. On this special
day, all Gaflians had a valuable chance to rethink their teachers’
hard wark and memorialize their unlimited love and support.



Making a bridge with the Middle East

Ji Yun Jang

"And I'm also proud to carry with me the goodwill of the
American people, and a greeting of peace from Muslim
communities in my country: Assalaamu alaykum."

When President Barack Obama delivered with Arabic greeting,
an audience of 3000 in the auditarium gave a standing ovation.
This is the speech that was addressed on the forth of June in
Cairo University by President Obama-“a new start”. For 50
minutes Obama announced the new relationship of new
fraternity between the Muslims and America to 13 million
Muslims in the world. The speech was broadcasted by the
representative press 'Al Arabia' and 'Al Zarabia' addressed
directly to every person living in the Middle East, Also, it was
translated in Arabic and Persian language on the homepage of
the White House. The White House published the speech on
Facebook, Tweeter, and even Myspace(the methods Barack use
to communicate with citizens online) for citizens to have active
debate.

Before his inauguration he had continuously put effort on
relieving the relationship with Muslims and had a famous press
‘Al Arabia' interview him first when elected as the president.
During his speech, he expressed his hospitality to Muslims by
quoting three times and mentioning his personal story that his
father was from Kenya who was influenced by Muslim culture.
Mesmerized by his speech, the audience clapped for more than
20 minutes. Also, he announced that America will not war with
Muslims in any near future. And he also publicly addressed
specific Middle East policy. lronically, this speech was nearly
similar to the one that was addressed by George Bush in New
York, the UN headquarters at September 19,

But there' s a difference; President Barack Obama prepared this
speech alone, Not only that, the evaluation and the response to
the speech of Obama seemed more favorable than that to
George Bush's speech. The Washington Post claimed that it was
the richest speech Obama had ever made.

Aside from the evaluation of how good the speech was,
revolutionary it was that Obama strived to show such openness
to the Muslims.

International




People all around the globe have been devastated by the
seemingly ‘deadly’ swine flu. On April 23, ahout 100 people in
regions of Mexico reported their infection of HiN1, a mutated
influenza caused by pigs. The contagious characteristics of HiN1
hoisted a sail and swept the whole globe in only a month; soon
enough, new Sl carriers emerged in the states of California,
Kansas, and Texas. And the infected population further
stretched into Asia and Europe. Currently, as HiN1 is being
spread, countries like Philippine and Hong Kong are dealing with
it wisely based on their former experiences with SARS and avian
flu. For instance, Hong Kong keeps the biggest number of flu
specialists and owns stacks of Tamiflu. Many countries are
strengthening airport security with quarantines of suspected SI
carriers and taking them to laboratories to conduct experiments
regarding swine flu. Some suspicious areas are temporarily
suspended from holding concerts, sporting events, or other
public affairs.

But listen-did you know that swine flu is not as serious as how
people fear? According to Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC), annual death caused by less-mentioned
seasonal flu averages 3 million only in the United States. In
contrast, death toll of swine flu is only at 81 so far. Let' s
compare it on a body; if seasonal flu kills people as much as the
size of the body, swine flu kills less than bacteria living in the
fingertip. The diagnosis rates also differ greatly. While about 300

False Alert

Swine Flu is not the ‘Black Plague’

Hyojin Ryu

million people annually suffer from seasonal flu, only 787 cases
of swine flu have been reported. That is probably why World
Health Organization (WHO) has not even rung the pandemic
alarm-all the while media disguising S| as the notorious 'Black
Plague’.

So far, there has been no definite cure for any kinds of flu, not
even for the common and seasonal flu, Then why do people fear
swine flu more than commaon flu that has more devastating
effects? The answer is, as stated earlier, the media. People
hurriedly buying preventive masks or refraining from pork dishes
could be said to be the victims of exaggerated media, where
competition sparks up for the glimpse of viewers. Ever since the
emergence of the mutation HiN1 in Mexico, the media has made
Sl seem like a devil' s pod that would eradicate the human race.
But hey, calm down! As long as you live in a certain standard of
sanitation and exercise regularly, it stands no chance against
your immune system. What people should rather worry about is
not the newcomer Swine Flu, but the common flu that has been
bothering us all along.

International
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Nuclear Crisis on Korean Peninsula

On May 25", North Korea tested two nuclear
weapons in Gilju, North Hamgyeong province.
It is the second time that the Marth Korean
government operated such test since October,
2006. This test aroused anger internationally,
and infuriated especially South Koreans who
were grief-stricken after former President Roh’
s death. President Lee Myeang-hak issued a statement that
criticized inconsiderate behavior of the test immediately after
the report. U.S. President Obama also blamed North Korea as the
culprit of incessant disturbance in international society, and
called the UN Security Council to discuss problem of
strengthening sanctions on North Korea. Intended or not, North
Korea' s ambush has succeeded in drawing international
attention.

Many experts were shocked at the fact that North Korea had
done the test when its reputation was worst ever after the
several missile launches. The North Korean government
successively launched long and short-range missiles an April
and May this year. Then some countries, especially U.S. and
Japan, interpreted this action as a direct threat to their national
security and warned that they could add more sanctions on the
Morth Korea and enlist its name again on the State Sponsors of
Terrorism. In spite of all these threats, however, North Korea did
dangerous test again. Now, it s clear that the test aggravated
the situation. Therefore, lots of people think that North Korea
can earn nothing much from the nuclear weapon test. However,
some of the experts stated that the nuclear test was inevitable
for some credible reasons. They pointed out to the several
domestic and international factors that led to the test.

One of the diplomatic causes is Morth Korea' s intention to get a
superior position in negotiations with newly elected Obama
administration. As former president of the U.5., Gearge Bush
was very strict to North Korea and showed little interest in
negotiating with the ‘axis of evil', North Korea could not expect
much from talks with the United States. However, since
President Obama promised direct talks with the ‘evils', the
Morth Koreans would have anticipated that Obama would set
Morth Korea-related problems at the top priority in his foreign
policy agenda. Nonetheless, contrary to North Korea' s
anticipation, Obama turned out to be more interested in the
Middle East issues. Thus, experts say, the North Korean

Junho Seo

gavernment chose to draw attention of the U.5. government by
bragging their weapons.

Another likely diplomatic cause of the test is conservative South
Korean government' s attitude toward North Korea. During ten
years of progressive regime in South Korea, the two Koreas
participated in many talks to improve relations with each other.
As a result, two summit talks have even taken place between
South Korean presidents and North Korea' s leader, Kim Jong-Il.
Yet, a regime swift from liberal to conservative in South Korea
aggravated relations between two countries. Most of experts in
South Korea ascribe nuclear c¢risis to attitude of the new
government,

The last credible factor that may have triggered the crisis is
closely related to domestic problems in North Korea. Power
structure in North Korean government seems to have faced some
changes. According to reports from NIS (National Intelligence
Service), some hard-liners in North Korean military took up mast
of key positions in the government. These hard-liners lead
hostile attitude toward South Korea and the U.S. Plus, some
experts stated that Kim Jong-Il contrived to show nuclear
weapons to residents in North Korea to root patriotism in their
minds.

None of the three factors are negligible, considering that these
three causes altogether became the reason for the nuclear
weapon test. What' s abvious is that Kim Jong-Il and North
Korean government decided to use weapons of mass destruction
as their way to defend themselves from their enemies, Right
now, only red light is blinking for the signs of talks. But the best
way that we can hope is to solve problems through negotiations
and talks so that till the ‘Berlin Wall' collapses in Karean
peninsula.




The road to death - okay to be this easy?

I ve tried to die with the people | met on the web,” murmured a
19-year-old boy in an investigation on a group suicide attempt.

The party, which had attempted to commit suicide by inhaling
gas in a van, consisted of 6 people from various social groups.
Three were high school students, one a college student, and two
men-one with a family and ane with nane. Observing only the
outward appearance and social status, they had nothing in
common except for one thing: serious lack of self-confidence.

Here is the never-ending question. Why do people think of killing
themselves? The reasons may be mental disease, physical
illness, love in vain, stress, huge grief, philosophical or
ideological loss, discrimination, guilty conscience, loneliness
and so on. But morale or self-assurance takes up the biggest
part of all. People who go through these kinds of setbacks
develop skepticism about their lives and about the reasons why
they' re struggling 50 rigorously to survive in the harsh society.
The inferiority starts merely as simple emation, but when the
melancholic people stumhble across someone just like
themselves, their obscure thoughts become vivid and lucid. As
they share their typical concerns with each other on sources
such as the Internet, they evolve solid belief about their
deficiency.

Every individual in the Korean society, or perhaps the entire
world, has thought of suicide at least once in their crooked paths
of lives. Nobody can absolutely adore their lives since they each
have their own dreams of fairytale-like ideal lives. Absolutely
natural it is to have aspects that do not fulfill the expectation of
oneself, but people generally do not realize this and frequently
conceive of self-destruction. However, hardly any human beings
have the guts to put it into operation. Suicide needs more
courage than anything. People feel the most attachment and
affection to their own lives. Thus, even though it is painless to
want to die, it actually needs great bravery to stop ones’ lives by
their own hands. However, when people meet others who have

JungYeon Lea

the wills to accompany them along the journey to death, they
generate a baseless courage to kill themselves. Eventually, they
die altogether, and their road of sweated endeavors and dearest
memories with their loved ones ends just like that.

The suicide web sites are the culprit for these pitiful situations.
The web provides the perfect seclusion for people to talk freely,
because nobody knows who they are in the real world. Online,
people feel at great ease to openly talk about anything-even the
things they haven' t told their closest relations for the sake of
their images. Slowly, empathy arises; they meet each other and
cammit suicide. The web site is transfiguring such a dreadful
behavior into something as easy as eating a piece of cake.
Ironical it is, that the web, which was first made for human
beings’ convenience and welfare, makes everything simpler for
people to let go of their own lives. Our nation should gravely
think about this matter and initiate a settlement as promptly as
possible.




A Sorrowful Day

On May 23", a tragedy hit Korea: the death of ex-president, Mr,
Roh. The shock wave spreaded all over Korea. Many people
watched this tragic breaking news on TV and lamented the ex-
president’ s demise. Some even shed tears. Mr. Roh left the Blue
House for Bongha village, his hometown after his resignation.
That was where the tragedy began.

At 5:21 on the moming of his death, Mr. Roh finished typing his
will an his computer and left it on. 25 minutes later, Mr. Roh
went out for a walk in Bongha Mountain with only one
bodyguard. When they had reached the Owl Rock, Mr. Roh
dissipated the bodyguard’ s attention to the person going
beneath the Rock and when the bodyguard looked, Mr. Roh
threw himself down the Rock. So quick did everything happen
that the bhodyguard couldn’ t do anything to stop his president.
After the accident, the bodyguard took Mr, Roh to the hospital
and tried CPR, but he did not open his eyes. At g:30, when the
hospital saw no hope of reviving Mr. Roh, the government
released the news of Mr. Roh’ s death.

Ji Woon Choa

Upon hearing the news, many citizens were mournful. Many
cities made their own places of incense burning for Mr. Roh to
pay the last respect to their ex-president. Some people even
went to Bongha village to attend the funeral. It was a sad day for
all Koreans. However, the government didn’ t seem pleased with
these gatherings of people who grieved over Mr. Roh’ s decease.
Sending the police to disorganize these assemblies, the
government even allowed violence.

The reasons for Mr. Roh' s catastrophic suicide are obscure, but
many people are blaming President Lee. After Mr. Roh' s
retirement, President Lee obsessively dug in to find Mr. Roh’ s
“foul past.” When President Lee finally found out that Mr. Roh’ s
family members received money from Park Yeon Cha, the
corrupted chairman of Tae Gwang Industry, he “practically”
ordered the Public Prosecutor’ s Office to investigate this
suspicion. Now, we must remember “Mr. Roh-received-bribe-
theary” was only just an accusation. Although President Lee was
not sure if Mr. Roh actually received the money, he continued the
investigation, making it a big issue. The investigation hurt Mr.
Roh' s morality, which he emphasized so much during his
presidency. Mr. Roh’ s self-esteem had been cut dawn. This can
be the very reason why he committed such suicide.

Mr. Roh’ s passing away is heartbreaking. Although he wore his
heart on his sleeves about certain things, he was a man of
integrity. “l would carry the entire burden with me so that my
family or friends won' t have to suffer,” wrote he in his will. He
cared about his associates even until the last moment of his life.

MNever should we forget Mr. Roh, the true president of Korea.
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A New Social Code: Dead-end Drama

Here' s a story: One man, who was fed up with his wife, tries to
kill her with his mistress. After killing her, he and his mistress
become a married couple. They think the abandoned wife is
dead but she survives. She grudgingly determines to revenge
herself on her ex-husband. Down through the months, she
strives to exercise and to learn dancing, and master foreign
languages. Also, she camouflages herself by getting a haircut
and drawing a spot on her face. After becoming a perfect and
charming woman, she allures her ex-hushand, the fool who
abandons his mistress and marries her ex-wife,

Isn't this story absurd? This is the storyline of the drama, "The
Temptation of Wife", which dominated the popularity amang
Koreans for the last months. Although the storyline of this drama
was extremely unrealistic, many Koreans raved this drama so
ardently that its ratings hit around 40%.

These days in Korea, we can often hear the word, 'Makjang’
drama, which has the same meaning as 'Dead-end’ drama. Since
the success of "The Temptation of Wife", all the broadcasting
companies are competing against each other to make maore
sensational dead-end dramas. Dead-end dramas use
controversial subject matters such as adultery, incest, an
adulterous relationship of relatives, and violence with an
unreasonable and shocking story flow. It s an irony-people get
tempted to watch these dramas while they detest these dramas.

The critics relate the popularity of these dramas to the reality of
the society. Stuck in the current society so competitive and
strict, people are tired of striving to endure this hardship. Plus,
Korea is in tense atmosphere these days. Korea is suffering from
recession and political conflicts with North Korea. Thus, people
are looking for a haven from reality and find relief in dead-end
drama,

JuEun Kim

Many critics worry that the dead-end drama, setting up a new
culture code, can affect society. Especially youngsters are
vulnerable to such dramas. The scenes of the dead-end drama
containing sexual violence or adultery may make youngsters
take these issues as general problems of society. This can
increase the crime rate and the discord within family members.
In shaort, "dead-end" drama is a pollution: It degrades the culture
of Korea to the "Dead-end",




Bi bi di ba bi di boo. When Cinderella loses hope of meeting her
prince, her fairy Godmother helps her singing this song. It is told
that when one sings this song, his or her dreams will come true.
Although he didn’ t “Bi bi di ba bi di boo™, Paul Potts achieved
his life long dream by singing in the Britain’ 5 Got Talent, one of
the most famous talent shows in the world. Along with the
growing popularity of reality programs, talent shows have also
gained fame. ‘Britain’ s Got Talent', which has just curtained its
third season, is regarded as the 21° version of golden tickets for
ane’ s dream.

‘Britain” s Got Talent', aired on ITV, is a British version of ‘Got
Talent' series. The main goal of this program is to seek for
people with talents from singing to tap dancing. Anyone with a
talent can audition. After getting through the auditions, semi
final and the grand finale, the chosen winner receives £100,000
and gets the honorable chance to perform at the Royal Variety
Performance in front of the Royal Family including the Queen.

‘Britain’ s Got Talent' is where normal people get a shot to show

their talents to audience and the three renowned judges, Simon
Cowell, Amanda Holden, and Piers Morgan. With its first show on
¢ June 2007, ‘Britain’ s Got Talent” has already gone through 3
cycles. Over the years, it has returned fame not only toward
itself, but also to its participants. Paul Potts, who was once living
an unsatisfying life as a salesman, shocked the globe in the first
series of ‘Britain’' s Got Talent' by singing "Nessun Dorma" and
waon the final.

Show me what you’ve got!

Hyun ji Lee

Not aonly Paul Potts, but many other people were also enabled to
change their lives. Susan Boyle finally procured the chance to
sing in front of the audience after years of lonely days as she
placed 2™ in the competition. People who laughed at her dream
of becoming a singer were truly amazed by her beautiful voice.
Last year, a young street dancer George Sampson took the crown
with his innovative dance routine. This year, a street dance
group called Diversity got the golden ticket to perform in front of
the Queen.

‘Britain’ s Got Talent’ is more than a normal variety show.
‘Britain’ 5 Got Talent' gives normal people a chance to become
stars. Most importantly, people are satisfied to realize that they
can struggle to approach their dreams. Just like “Bi bi di ba bi di
hoo", 'Britain’ s Got Talent' is the magical song for peaple who
aspire to show their talents.

Art&Life
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“‘B-boy Performance of the Marionette”

“Life is all about Expressing” -Lee Woo Sung

When you think about b-boys, you usually conjure up images of
flashy moves, head-spins, and powerful break dancing.
Hawever, samewhat unsuitable to describe with these wards is a
popular b-boy performance ‘The Marionette’ . In 2006,
Marionette was introduced with an eight-minute video through
the Internet. And that eight-minute video transformed into the
eighty-minute performance today. ‘The Marionette’ had won
numerous awards and is one of the most popular performances
in theaters even in times of recession. The director and the
member of the Expression Crew, Lee Woo Sung created
‘Marionette,” and his team-Expression Crew-performed the
piece.

‘The Marionette’ portrays a tragic love
story of a marionette doll. The story takes
place in a little village and starts when a
doll performer meets a nondescript
marionette doll. Their excellent
performances impress the villagers.
Eventually with the help of the villagers
they establish their own theater. One day,
the doll notices a young girl who comes to
see the show every day and falls in love
with her. He performs his best for her to
make her happy. However, even the girl
could not bypass the magnitude of time.
As an old woman, she comes to his show
for the last time in her life. Sadly, the
ageless doll was never to see her again. And the doll' s beautiful
performance meets its fate as an evil magician who has always
contrived to take over the theater, finally satiates his vicious
desire.

It s not easy to envision how this plot would be performed,
considering that b-boy dances and performances usually consist
of vivid moves and skills. And that' s what makes 'The
Marionette’ more unigue and rewarding. While maintaining the
b-boy dance moves, the Expression Crew portrays emotions of
the sad marionette: love, sadness, and joy. The Marionette’, is
the mixture of tranquil and moving theme expressed through
soft and powerful moves, The audience is left breathless as this
moving drama narrates its story only through the silent
movements of bodies. But this is not a ballet but a b-boy dance

Dongwoa Shin

that magically invites the audience to the strong emations of the
story.

Such an extraordinary performance follows an extraordinary
director. His name is Lee Woo Sung, whose life story and
creation of ‘The Marionette’ are just as spectacular as his
perfarmance. Michael Jackson' s CD that Lee’ s father bought for
his middle school boy enticed Lee Woo Sung to the world of b-
boy dancing. His deep love of dancing mounted as he grew
older. In 1992, he created his own dance group called “Lee Woo
Sung and Turntables’ . Through various activities as the leader of
this group, he confirmed that his life should be dedicated to
dancing. Five years later in 1997, he created the Expression
Crew. Until then, he did not realize that
this was the beginning of the downhill of
his life. Living as a professional dancer
was extremely difficult at that time; the
Expression Crew was on the verge of
disorganization. Lee Woo Sung, at this
point thought that this could be the last of
his dancing career and decided that the
team would give the best performance of
their lives and see how the fate turned.
They prepared and practiced to the utmost
of their ability. Exceeding everyone’ s
expectation, the Expression Crew finally
returned as the first place in the Battle of
the Year competition held in Germany.

Howewver, the honor couldn’ t curb the
team’ s misery. The popularity they retrieved after winning the
competition faded away quickly in less than six months. Finally,
the Expression Crew began to dismantle. A few even gave up.
But Lee did not give up; rather, he once gain gathered the
remaining teammates. This time was born the famous
Marionette. As soon as eight-minute video popped up on the
internet came such explosive popularity! Maore than 190 million
watched the video and demanded a full performance.

As dramatic as the show ‘The Marionette’ , Lee Woo Sung s life
as the leader and the director of Expression Crew was not always
smooth, Rather it was cruel and rugged with hardships.
However, Lee strong volition to retry after constant failures
bestowed a performance that will be cherished throughout
decades.
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Korean Films bloom in Cannes Film Festival

One of the greatest film festivals in the world, Cannes Film
Festival, is where every talented director competes and admires.
Surprisingly, in this 62nd Cannes Film Festival, Korean movies
drew truly tremendous attentions worldwide. The number of
Movies that made inroads to this festival was the largest number
in Korean film history, Including two awarded movies, a total of
ten movies were shown in Cannes. The number and diversity of
films were also so remarkable— from famous directors® film to
student's films, and from animation to classic film.

“Thirst", directed by Park Chan-wook, won the Jury Prize which is
the third-highest honor at the Cannes Film
Festival. "Thirst" ("Bakjwi™ in Korean) is
about a priest who turned into the vampire
and struggles with his physical desires. This
is director Park's secend success at Cannes.
He had already won the Grand Jury Prize in
2004 for his film "Old Boy". His unigue style
of storytelling and sensational imagery is
well-shown in this film as well.

Even though it did not receive an award, |
“Mother" had stimulated hot interest and F
considerable attention from the natives
through the ‘Un Certain Regard” section.
“Mother” portrays a mother who fights for
her son's innocence against an accusation
of murder. To the director of this film Bong
Joon-ho, this is his third time to be
nominated at Cannes including his prior
films "The Host" and "Tokyo!"

The Korean director who has drawn Cannes’
attention the most is director Hong Sang-
Soo. For Hong, it is fifth time to be in :
Cannes. He was invited for the non-competitive Director's
Fortnight Section with his latest film "Like You Know It." He is the
only director to send five films to both the competitive and non-
competitive sections. Moreover, director Hong is the only
director to make his way ta the competitive section two years in

Dongeun Choi

a row. The animation "Dust Kid" by director Jung Yu-mi was also
screened in same section with Hong's film.

Actors Kim Tae-woo and Kim Tae-hun are the first brothers to be
in Cannes at the same time. Kim Tae-woo visited Cannes for
director Hong Sang-soo's “Like You Know It* which was shown
during the International Critics Week; Kim Tae-hun for short film
"Six Hours" by director Moon Seong-hyeok which was shown
during the International Directors Week. The director of the
"Secret Sunshine” - which honored actress Jeon Do-yeon for the
v, Bl Best Actress Prize in 2007 - Lee Chang-dong
was appainted as part of the Cannes jury.
This 62nd Cannes is the first case for
Korean jurors to screen the competition.

The other film invited to Cannes is the joint
French-Korean film "A Brand New Life" by
Ounie Lecomte who was born in Korea but
adopted to France. One of the producers of
this film is director Lee Chang-dong. Two
Korean films participated in
Cinefoundation, a competitive section for
} M young student directors: "The Horn" by
director Kim Kyung-dong and "Dan’t Step
Qut of the House" by Jo Seung-hee. Jo's
film, which was the experimental film of the
Korea Film Academy, received the third
prize in this section. "The Land of
Scarecrows" by Roh Gyeong-tae was
4 screened as part of the ACID pragram. Plus,
digitally restored film “Prince Yeonsan” by
the late director Shin Sang-ok was featured
in Cannes Classics.

Korean film industry has bloomed more dazzlingly than ever in
this year's Cannes Film Festival. The petals of these blossoms
would fly with the winds to mesmerize audiences all over the
waorld.
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Dear Gaflian Diplomats

Interview with Seoul National Univ. International Politics professor, Yoon Young Kwan

It was gth, June when heavy
clouds were fully loaded
with raindrops, but not
enough to block TOPNOTCH’
s way to the symbaolic gate of
Seoul National University.
On our way to professor
Yoon's lab, we quarreled
who would knock professor
s lab door. Our argument
melt away as we reached the
lab - the door was open faor
us. The opened door gave us
an impression that he may
be benevalent, unlike what
we thought. Indeed a
gentleman he was. As soon
as we stepped inside,
gasping at the towered books, he offered us seats.

(T: TOPNOTCH, Y : professor Yoon)

T: 1 hope ourvisit didn't mess you up with your schedule..

Y : No, no. Not a chance.

T: Thanks. Now, for our first question: What is diplomacy?

Y : Actually, 'Diplomacy’ is not about diplomacy. It is rather an
'International Politics' which stands for nation-to-nation, or
nation-to-non-nation (NGO, multinational companies)
relationship.

T: When did you first get interested in 'International
Politics'(Diplomacy)?

Y : | found International Politics interesting when | was in my
middle school years. | caught adults talking about the
unification of North and South Korea. Then | found true
philosophy of International Politics - unification is indeed
important and diplomacy can serve as the key step for the
unification. So | decided to dig more into diplomacy.

T : Recently North Korea' s nuclear development has become a
great crux. What will the crisis turn into in the future?

Y : North Korea nuclear crisis is now in a dilemma. United States
and North Korea do not dare to trust each other - just as South

Dayoung Oh

and North Korea do. For example, Morth Korea has another guess
on United States’ foreign policy - United States is waiting for a
chance to isolate North Korea. This absurd idea made Narth
Korea stick to developing nuclear weapons. However, United
States worries that if it - the United States - leaves the crisis
unsettled, the bitter future will come. Every word and every
warning Nuclear NonProliferation Treaty (NPT) gives out to each
country will just go in one ear and out the other. Also, when
United States neglects North Karea' s nuclear weapons, Iran
would take the negligence as a tacit permission to bear nuclear
weapons. This misunderstanding can work out as a threat to US-
Middle Asia relationship. Especially, nuclear development of
Morth Korea is hard for South Korea not only for the fear of
nuclear weapons but also for North Korea trying to isolate South
Korea by using brinkmanship. So, how the situation progresses
we will see.

T: So how do you think the Korean government should tackle the
problem?

Y : | have been advocating a policy of engaging with the North.
Before Marth Korea reforms itself, there is nothing we can do.
Starting a business in North Korea or contacting North Korean
government whenever we want is still a long way off from us.
North Korea still turns a deaf ear to other s advice about how to
survive when its economy hit the skids. So we need to help
Morth Korea to adopt the widespread econamic structure so that
Morth Korea can make living by themselves.

T » However, professor, two Koreas cannot contact each other
since North Korea cut the line off. Then what do we have to do
now?

Y : There used to be a channel that connected two Koreas.
However nane of them lasted as you said. So we have no choice
but to rely on shuffle diplomacy based on cooperation with other
countries,

T : United Nation started from a group of victory countries from
WW [l . So power in United Nation is up to those victory
countries. What do you think about this?

Y : Right. United Nation, IMF and World Bank altogether needs to
reform itself to get more access to real-life events. Despite many
discussions about the reform plan of thase organizations, the
results of the passionate argument are still a baby step pulled
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back by each country’ s interests.

T: Can you give some advice to future diplomats in GAFL?

Y : After 10 to 20 years when you are on service, things will
change a lot. For ane thing, | don't think North Korea can sustain
current system for such long years. After all, North Korea relies
on other countries to protect their livelihood. We never know
whether North and South Korea can unify or build up a strong
bond in trust by that time. Even so, if the future that envision
comes, the toll of peace will resonate throughout every corner of
Korean peninsula. One more: Up to global expectations, we need
more experts in India, Islamic countries and Latin America. Along
with this, we need ‘diplomats out of conference table’, which
means we need cultural or economic experts who will take part
in ‘real’ diplomacy. Gaflians, new epoch will welcome you all.
Your stage will not be limited in this peninsula - yours is the
world, So, you' d better see high and clear. | always emphasize
these following to my students too. Read international
newspapers and catch up with what's going on around the
world. In doing sp, you will be able to wake yourself up, dust
yourself off and aim at all points.

About professor Yoon (from his homepage http://yoonz1.net/)

Jan 2004 - Present: Professor, Dept. of International Relations,
Seoul National University

Feb 2003 - J]an 2004: Minister of Foreign Affairs and Trade

Jan 2003 - Feb 2003: Chairman, Committee of Foreign Relations,
Security, and Unification, Presidential Transition Team

Feb 2000 - 2002: Member, Policy Evaluation Commission
(Fareign Affairs and Trade), Prime Minister s Office

Aug 1990 - Feb 2003: Assistant Professor, Associate Professor,
Professor,Dept. of International Relations, Seoul National
University

July 1987 - July 1990: Assistant Professor, Department of Political
Science,University of California at Davis.

1985 - 1986: Part-time Research Assistant to the World Bank,
South Asia Projects Department

1977 - 1980: Full-time Professorial Lecturer of International Law,
Karean Naval Academy

Yoon Young-kwan (Ph.D., SAIS, The Johns Hopkins University) is
professor of international political economy at Department of

International Relatians, Seoul National University. Before he
joined the faculty of Seoul National University in 19g0, he taught
at University of California at Davis for three years.

He wrote several books and published about 50 articles in the
field of international political economy, Korea' s foreign policy,
and inter-Korean relations, some of which appeared in
international academic journals such as World Politics,
International

Political Science Review, Asian Survey, etc.

He established and served as the president of the Korean
Institute for Future Strategies, a private non-profit research
institute (www.kifs.org). He is currently senior advisor to the
KIFS and the director of another research institute, the Korea
Peace Institute (www.koreapeace.or.kr).

After serving as Chairman of Committee of Foreign Relations,
Security, and Unification of Presidential Transition Team (Jan.-
Feh., 2003), he served as Minister of Fareign Affairs and Trade
until January 2004.
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Interview with Park )in Tak:

“The founder of Organ Donating Foundation and the living token of servant leadership.”

O BB PIERFES

The motto of GAFL is “Servant Leadership,” meaning that a true
leader does not rule but serve. The leader that this century, this
world wants is a leader who sacrifices oneself to benefit others.
People usually call this sacrifice "volunteering”. This Sunday, |
met a truly great person. Having devoted his whole life for
others, his passion for volunteering and his warm loving heart
indeed touched me.

“Volunteering has become a part of my life. | cannot live without
it. | do not think that volunteering is an act of bestowing flavor; it
is an obligation.”

Pastor Park, the founder of the Korea' s sole existing Organ
Donating Foundation, is not just the founder or a president; he is
a living witness and the harbinger of Korea' s volunteer activities
and organ-tissue donation. Being the very first man to start the
practice of donation of organs and blood, he has inspired other
fellow Koreans to roll up their sleeves for blood and organ
donations.

Q. Could you introduce briefly about this arganization and how it
started?

1991 February, | founded the Korean Organ and Tissue Donor
Program. Before that, | regularly took part in the drive for blood
donation. Finally, the efforts paid off. A number of people that |
got to know in the campaign got together and found the
organization in the hope of saving those who were desperate for
healthy organs. Since, the campaign was the first to encourage
people to donate their argans, it roused up people’ s interest, ar
more precisely, curiosity. Thousands of people signed up to a
point where one even had to make appointments beforehand.

| was not content with this. On the very first day we founded this
organization; | got myself hospitalized and donated my kidney,
becoming the first living person to donate argan in Korea.

Esther Hong

(. what inspired you to start the campaign?

After | had graduated from college, | decided to do something
really valuable, something that can really change the world, and
that would help people who are suffering from the greatest
agony. After times of contemplations, | started as a pastor in a
Useok Hospital. One day, | met a man whose life could be at
stake without a proper surgery. Unfortunately, the man did not
have the bloed he needed for the surgery, Do or die - | decide to
donate my blood. It took me a great courage to do this. Yet the
strong faith that my sacrifice will salvage this man gave the
strength to make such an important decision. After seeing the
man fully recovered, | realized how happy and impressive
experience donation - act of love and affection - can give to a
person. The deep emotion that | felt gave me the life time
mission. Subsequently, | continued participating in the
campaign for blood donation. As the campaign went on
smoothly, | decided to go to U.S to study. There | saw a dying
patient being cured by the help and the donation from a person
whao is in comma. | was deeply stirred by this and decided to
start a new project: campaign far organ donation,

Q. How are the orzan and tissue donations working in Korea?

Last year, ahout sooo people were brain dead (a condition
where a person is unable to do any sorts of brain activity). In this
state, one can donate about g organs. Last year 250 brain dead
people donated their organs. This accounts for one-fifteenth of
other nations. However, Korea is unique for its people danating
kidney even when alive (Zero cases were found in Japan)

Also, the fact that the government controls these sorts of
donation system acts as a stumbling block. This is because we
do not gain enough funding from the government. In fact, we
depend primarily on the beneficent contribution of others. (For
other countries, private organizations take the lead; donating is
more flexible and active.)

Q. What were the most memaorable moments?

Well, among many memorable and heart-touching moments, the
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one that really touched me was the donation of a felon. This
man, who just got out of jail after serving his sentence for a long
period, called us and asked if he could donate his organs. He
decided to donate his organs to start a new life as a good
person, and this decision changed his life completely. After a
few years, we received a letter from him. In the letter, he
confessed that even in situations so desperate that he was
tempted to do something illegal, he thought of the organ
donation and the joy that he felt. Afraid to “lose” the deep
emotion he felt after his compassionate acts, he refrained
himself from committing more crimes.

Q. Also, were there any changes in your life while you were
volunteering? What is the purpose of volunteering, why do we
even have to volunteer? What is your concept of volunteering?

| believe that volunteering is a blessing. Volunteering, the most
beautiful action a person can do makes a life fruitful. The fact
that | have done something worthy makes me feel prouder about
my life and further gives me the contral aver my life,

Many people when asked why they volunteer say that they are
sharing what they have for others. This is true. Nevertheless, |
believe that volunteering and helping others is a part of one' s
life. This has to be done. In other words volunteering is not a
choice; itis a “must.”

You should never volunteer to show off. It should be solely out of
a loving heart. You should have a strong faith that you will grow

to become a better person by the act of volunteering.

Q. Were there any difficulties while you were volunteering?

There were many difficulties. The campaign started without any
firm backgrounds. There were no laws or rules, causing many
misunderstandings. Some even said that | worked as a broker
who sells organs and tissues. Even close people around me were
skeptical and treated me as a cold-blooded person who sold
people’ s lives. There were about 7 major difficulties that almost
drove this aorganization to the end. Nonetheless, the strong
belief about what | am doing and the passicn for the works that |
did prevented me from giving up.

Q. Are there things that Gaflians can do to be a part of this
beautiful act altogether?

People under 18 are able to donate bane marraw only under the
permission of parents and their families. Nevertheless, no
indication states the legal age for donation. Yet, we do not
“encourage” young people to donate, for it may burden one' s
families. We do suggest, for those people who are willing to
donate to be healthy. Organ donation does not anly come from a
loving heart; It also has to be in a good condition. Thus, for all of
you, always be considerate of your health.

When | was young, | looked for what gave me a righteous
happiness. At first | found that happiness in Bible and this
happiness brought me to study the Bible. While | was studying
the Bible, | found the joy in helping athers, This pure blessing of
helping others made who | am now. Now, | suggest everyone to
find what really makes them happy, for this will guide you to
become a great leader.
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“What is science?”

As a medicinal chemist of the future, | define “science” as “an
attempt to analyze natural phenomena.” This simple definition
fits well into the science before the 2oth century, and
discoveries made during this period are the main source of the
material that constitutes our science textbooks.

In today s warld, however, “science” does not necessarily imply
a quest for the wonders of nature derived from pure curiosity;
instead, it is often interpreted as a term interchangeable with
“technology.” The purpose of today s “science” is not only to
discover and unveil, but also to apply the theories to practical
areas. As scientific research progresses, technalogy also
develops, facilitating a society where humans can easily fulfill
their desires.

In short, the role of science has changed over the centuries. It is
not just a subject of research, but is alse a method, a means to
improve this world. This does not imply a “tainting” of the
original science. Although we cannot deny that tragic events
such as the advent of the Weapons of Mass Destruction can be
attributed to science specialists, modern science has indeed
successfully played its role in making this planet a better place
to live in.

Science for Humanity

Sungho Park

Then what are the objectives for science to accomplish? This
guestion is analogous to how we must deal with science in the
future. First of all, if it is to be used for the sake of our desires,
we must first guestion the value of those wishes, This is a moral
problem that varies depending on the individuals' set of life
principles, but that science should never be used to harm others
is a sure thing. The Manhattan Project led by American
physicists during the 2nd World War, which lead to the invention
of the atomic bomb is a good example of how science can go
awry.

Furthermare, science must solve the major problems humanity is
facing now.

“Should our best minds be dedicated to solving our biggest
problems?”

This quote from Bill Gates' Harvard Commencement Speech of
2007 implies what scientists can and must achieve with their
knowledge and research. The severe poverty and diseases
prevalent in the Third World and the environmental crisis the
Earth is facing now are commaon challenges which only science
can yield the answers. Science for Humanity is the hope that will
change the world.
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Interview with the Japanese Teachers!

‘felir Kim

The land of Sushi and Takayaki, Japan! The matherland of animatian films, Japan! Today,
TOPNOTCH interviewed the beautiful teachers from the neighboring country: Ms. Hitomi, in
charge of freshrmen's conversation classes and Ms, Aya, in charge of the secend graders. Today
was the exceptional day to hear from the two teachers about their personal stories. The ladies
were kind enough to offer TOPNOTCH their time forinterview. (& stands for Ms, Aya, H stands for
Ms. Hitami.}

<r 1 Tell us the reason why you're teaching in Karea outside your hameland.

A - Teaching seems significant, but |'ve been teaching In |apan, | came to Korea because | was
drawn to Karea. thanks to the influence of my Korean friend.

H : Same with me. | frequently flew to Korea when Dwas in Japan, got altracted 1o the delicious
fond and the atmosphers of the streets in Korea, and decided to come here,

<+« Wow, 5o you still were teachers in Japan. And the next question is what all Gaflians want to
know, How old are you?

Az It's confidential,

H : For me, too.

<1 S0 you're all tightening your mouths, Okay. Then, do you have boyfriends?

A : Mo, | don't.

H : Neither da |. But I'd love to have ane. (Smiles)

Since Ms. Aya and Hitomi responded with their usual tranguility and generosity, TOPNOTCH
could continue on the interview with excitement. Next, | questioned the twa teachers ahout their
conversation classes.

< = Next question. Tell us any episodes from pour classes, Hard times, happy times, anything.

H : | started teaching on March with Hiragana and Katagana with the juniors, And there was a
boy in my class who couldn't write Katakana. But when—about April—that boy wrote down his
name on the print, | was more than happy.

<t You know, Ms, Kaor last year said the same thing, Weren't there any difficulties?

H : Well, the students are so energetic that they get too loud.

<+ What about you Ms.Aya, any moments of happiness during your classes?

A ;| feel the happiest when everyone tries to speak in Japanese and to use the grammars |
taught during the class. | don't particularly have hardships, but the print I'm holding during the
class, are very heawy, So | murmur inside my brain, “please speak faster—

<1 Oh L didn't know that print was haawy, By the way, is there any interesting episode?

& - Last year, we did some mock earthquake evacuation. Everyone went under the tables while
watching the motion pictures of earthguake. But that day was the parents' school-visiting day!
Seeing everyone under the desks with all the lights out, parents of supervisors wouldn't came in
to the classraom.

<ot 0 see both of you have good memaories in GAFL. Right, we had GAFL sporls day last month,
what did you think about the sports’ day?

& 1 | was very impressed. Since the |apanese conversation classes consist of only half of the
entire class, | didn’ t get moch chance to see the entire class, But | was touched at the scene of
everyone cheering and working hard for their teams.

H: |, too, got wery fond of GAFL after seeing everyone cheering and anjoying their times.

<r: | had fun hearing your thoughts about the spons day, and 1 as well was moved to see you
working hard for us. For the next question, | asked the ladies about Korea and Japan from what
Karea means to them, what Korean food they like the mast to what cuisine they can cook
everylhing here,

< First, can you speak Korean?

A+ Just saying hello.

H : Saying hello and reading the menus in restaurants are okay with me, but my pronunciation is
oo bad., | pronounce, “jokbame-" when | say “Jokbal.” it s difficult,

= “Jokbarre~" That' s funny. Oid you find any difterence between Korean and |apanese
students? Like speaking habits, styles, or anything.

Bz Um, | think Korean students are more confident whan speaking.

H - Japanese students actively participate in their PE classes, don’ t they? | didn t get to see the
students here exercising hard LIl the sports” day. Ms. Aya and Ms, Hitomi nodded gur heads
that all students are the same,

<+ After all, sports is same everywhere, By the way, what is your favorite Korean food?

B My “favorite” is too hard to pick. | have tog many.

H : My first Favorite Is “Samgyebsal,” second “fared nutshells,” and third “Jajangmyean,”

<« You' re favorites are one of the most delicious among Korean food. But don’ t you have the

flared nutshells back in Japan, toa?

H : Hutshells in Japan are too pricy. But when | first tasted nutshell in Korea, | was pleased to
taste a lot of them, | love nutshells,

A+ My favorite Korean food is “wioooo chicken”

ZotYeah, that's the chicken packed without getting cut.

A1 Mo food In Japan serves a chicken as It s, So when | first saw that chicken, | was ke “ch,
chickenis packed in!” | was shocked.

<»: Mow, is there any food that you' d like to introduce fo Koreans?

A | have several but now | can only think of fried pork.,

H : Me too! There isn’' t a fried pork made by putting fermented plum on thin pork meat, is there?
The taste of Sise' and fermented plum comes to your mind in summer. | tried to make it by
myself, but not surprisingly, it 5less deliclous withaut "Sisa’ and takes too much work.

AT d love to introduce Takoyaki, Okonomiyaki, or Yaki noodles.

< ¢ Ah=1 want to taste the Fied pork and Okonomivakil Teachers weren' t as good in speaking
Korean as expected. But TOPNOTCH realized that we all felt the same passlen on the Impressive
sports  day. Talking about Korean and Japanese food bestowed us the opportunity to know
about the signature food of each country. TOPNOTCH hopes to see the two countries expanding
their ranges of interaction, from cuisines to culture and education. Wrapping up the interview,
TOPNOTCH poppad up the most inquired question to the teachers.

<t Finally, the last guestion! All juniors say that you' re so cute. What do you think abaut that?
H: Of course T m glad. That s probably because | laugh all the time,

< : You' re really cute. And for Ms. Aya, vou' re in such & good shape, How do you keep that
shape? Any secrets?

Azl don't have a secret because | don t think I'' m In a good shape. T m just trying hard to
deceive others. |' m always aware of my body by standing wp straight and tightening my
stomach.

< Wow, that was your secret, then. 50 we' e all getting tricked| Now, | really hate to say this
bart this is the end of today’ s interview. Thank you again for you time! Today s inferdew will be
cherished as a meaningful memeory for 2 lang time. And | got to know more about the teachers,
Ms. Aya and Hitomi, thank you agaln for your generous offer and please keep up the good work
Tor GAFL!

Translated by Hangyeol Lee

Summer Vacation Trip & Influenza A (H1iN1)

Yoalae Na

The spread of Influenze A inflicted the world with its formidable rapidity. Japan and China, to
which the juniors and seniors chose to Lake a trip all reported several cases of infection, Those
wha chose to take trips abroad must hold respansibility an their actions

The flight set for Dsaka and the LS was canceled due to the spread of influenza. Though this
cancellation does not Inflict mest of GAFL students, those set far Tokyo must have been
apprehensive. Tokyo has not yet reported any case of HiM1 when the trip to Osaka was
cancelled. However, eight high school students and three teachers in Minate-gu, Tokye were
confirmed as the first case of HiM1 infection. Six more cases were confirmed in Chiba,
Unfartunately, Tokyo is no longer a safe haven. Other countries reported less number of cases:;
bust fewer cases den' | necessarily mean safely, It seams rampant particularly in China for
influenza carriers to walk around the streets withaut reparting or getting proper treatment,

The fact that our trip is scheduled on July is not a serendipity. Experts say that the diffusion rate
of influenza normalty thwarted by the heat of summer, but since this influenza s literally ‘new’,
nothing can predict how this influenza reacts to the rise of temperature. To believe that
influenza is directly refated to temperature is troubling, noting that Mexico reported several
Infection cases,

This trip is the first school tip for the juniors and the last for the seniors. All Gaflians can relish
the journey, but always be careful on your actions, noting that this trip is different from other

trips.

Translated by Hangyeol Lee

Japanese Translation




The “Chinese Fever”

KyeangWor Fark

The education department of China revealed that Korean students accaunt for the most part of
international students in China, followed by American and Japanese students, Like the wave of
Korea that stired Ching, the “Chinese Fever” is sweeping Korea, Korean students are striving
themselves to interact with their Chinese friends.

The administrator of Chinese education depariment announced that interest an China s
burgeoning as the economic transaction between China and Korea increases. To understand
each other better, Koreans are leaming formal Chinese expressions, Chinese characters, and
comersation skills. In respanse, the administrator of Korean education department emphasized
the importance of interaction between Korea and China. “Last year, estimated number of
22.3499 studied in China and this number increased 14.3% this year. With its gloerious history
and high-quality governmental suppart attract intemational students arsund the warld,” said
the supendsor of foreign interaction in Chinese education depantment.

Following are the reasons why students chose China to study in:

1.The rapid development of China' s economy

China welcomed significant economic growth since their open policy in 1978, Since 1007, the
average rate of economic growth in China amounts to 7.7% and ranks as the fastest economy to
grow. In 2001, China enrolled in WTG, stimulating the opening and globalization of China. Alang
with the rapld economic growth, living standard of Chinese has impraved significantly and
Chinese philosophy liberalized; Now China steps up &s the tremendous consumer market in the
world. Numernous foreign ventures inwest in China, which in retum energizes the world economy.
The incessant inflow of foreign capltal stimulated the development of China' s industry, Since
the zoo8 Olympic, Beijing advanced as the intersection of world” = focus

2. The system and envirgnment of education in China

China glares with thousand years of history. China emphasized education since the Confucian
dynasty and complemented its education system since the establishment of the China Peaple’ s
Republic, China fastered professional human capital in every fields to contribute to the
development of mankind and strives to upgrade the overall abilities of its people.

3.Long and glorous culture and history of China

China is the origin of oriantal culture. China boasts its magnificent and pralific classic literature,
traditional faod, and ancient philosophy. And China' s assets are censtantly being modemized
aleng with the preservation work for those assets. Thus, students can have the opportunity to
experience both the traditional and madern culture of China.

4. Chinese government’ s focus on intemational class

Chinese government has consistently been focusing on the international students. The
education program for international students initiated only after the second year of the
establishment of Chinese govemment. And the venture for intermational students congregated
to its peak stage since the open policy in 1978, This accounts as the factors that attract

intematianal students to China.
Many Korean students acknowledge that China's significant development, economic growth,
and broad market offer them a golden apportunity. Still, the students heading for China with

dreams is gradually increasing, May all their dreams shine through.

Translated by Hangyeol Lee

The Burning Earth

Sunfin Kim

Along with the development of industrial technology and the shrink of our environmental
awareness, the issue of global warming is worsening, The culprit of global warming is carbon
diaxide, produced after the combustion of fassil fuels. The increase of carhon dioxide would
incur the increase of temperature surface of Earth and the icebergs in Morth Pole would thaw
away. Indeed, the rise of sea level would call for the catastrophic disaster to the entire world,

According to the estimates of experts, the mankind in ten years would face irreparable loss
unless they reduce the release of carban dioxide. To take Korea as an example, winter would be
forgotten and so would the laborers working in winter, In addition, aur peninsula would tum into
a place where vermins proliferate. In a worldwide view, desertification would continue; such
nalural disasters as typhoon and rain fall would frequently sweep the world over,

s mentioned above, the consequences that carbon dicxide bring are tragic and catastrophic.
Not only does carbon dioxide inflict Korea but also other countries, For example, those countries
with low sea leveliNetherlands and Mew Yorkhwould forever submerge Into the ocean.

Then what' s up to us to step global warming? The answer is simple. Considering that fossil fuel
is the main cause of global warming, we can stop using fossil fuels, However, developing
countries such as China and India refuse to implement palicies to reduce the release of fossil
fuels, That' s why we need the development of polar and environment-friendly energy. The
environmentally friendly energy would diminish the environmental problems, What s maore,
green energy is not dominated by one country; such energy does not have to be imported from
ather cauntries. Mot only that, we all should save water and use public transpartations in our
afforts to reduce carban diozide in our daily lives,

In short, the major culprit of global warming is carben dioxide produced by the combustion of
fossil fuels. Unless we reduce the release of carbon diozide, we will have to confront a
tremendous disaster. Thus, all countries must eagerly develop green enargy: and we all should
individually participale in improving the issue of global warming with the vigilant awareness on
the environment,

Translated by Hangyeol Lee

Chinese Translation
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Editor's Comments

[Editor] HanGyeol, Lee

The weight of this honorable title as the editor started chocking
me as the final exam approached. Furiously typing the words, |
felt anxious to see my friends flipping through the pages. But |
find relief at the fact that | freely relished the joy of reading and
writing. I' d like to appreciate the teachers in GAFL, those who
helped editing the articles. To the gifted writers of TOPNOTCH, |
sincerely respect you for going under such pressure of writing
and taking my advice into your articles. In a few weeks, | would
see the newborn face of my first edition. That' s enough for me.
The glittering pages, smartly written down with the words ' ve
carefully caressed, compensate for everything | thought | lost for
my title.

[GAFL Focus] Hyunjoo, Park

At first, | worried a lot to write an article that everyone would see
on the school newspaper. However, after finishing the article, |
think it was a valuable experience to improve my English and to
meet friends who have similar interest with me.

[GAFL Focus] GangSan, Lee

Writing an article was a very fresh experience for me. In a
newspaper, the writers’ roles are very crucial. I' Il do my best for
the rest of the year as well.

[GAFL Focus] JiYeh, CHoi

It was interesting for me to be a member of TopNotch for the first
time. Writing the article wasn't easy, but it will surely be
something that | won't ever forget!

[International] JunHo, Seo

It was my first time to write an article for TOPNOTCH. So writing a
formal article was a little bit difficult, but it was a valuable
experience for me.

[International] Hyojin, Ryu

I've always wanted to write an article in school's newspaper and
I'm grateful that i was given that chance! It was such an
awesome and joyful experience for me. And | think that writing at
Top Notch will solidify my footage in journalism. | hope that
students of GAFL could enjoy reading TOPNOTCH! Thanks.

[International] JiYoon, Jang
It was my pleasure to work in TOPNOTCH. | had a really good
time. | hope everyone enjoys our newspaper.

[National] JiWoon, Choo
It has been fun to write another article of TOPNOTCH. | can’t

believe this is the last year of me being able to write for
TOPMOTCH! TOPNOTCH has taught me a lot, and it has been an
extraordinary experience!

[National] JuEun, Kim

| was really happy to participate in the work of Topnotch and
really enjoyed it. It was such a priceless experience for me. And |
want to say thank you for all the people who have helped me. I'll
always do my best as a member of TOPNOTCH!

[National] JungYeon, Lee

This experience of writing an article for a school newspaper was
actually very difficult for me since | had never done it before. My
article isn't anything close to perfect, but | put lots of effort an it,
s0 | am satisfied and happy with it. Mext time when | write an
article, | believe that | can do much better. | am proud of being a
member of Topnotch and | feel thankful to the seniors for giving
me a chance.

[vice - Editor, Art&Life]
The Second year of TOPNOTCH has been, once again, amazing.
As a vice president, | can’ t wait for the next edition.

[Art&Life] DongEun, Choi

Even though suffering some hardships - computer problems,
chief's rage against my poetic expressions etc... - | can proudly
say that there would be never such a precious experience like
writing an article on the Topnotch. | hope every students and
teachers can enjoy our articles. X-D

[Art&Life] DongWoao, Shin

Actually it' s my first time writing a newspaper article. It was fun
to write something other than essays, but it was a little bit
difficult to meet the deadline.

[People] DaYoung, Oh

| poured a whole lot of my time into my article - From sending e-
mail to professor Yoon, to revising the article when final exam
was just ahead. However, on second thought, | earned more
than | lost. By the time | hold in my hand the new edition of top-
notch which bears my name on it, that'll do. Way to go,
TOPNOTCH!

[People] Esther, Hong

| was really lucky to meet Mr. Park. Quite miraculously, he visited
my church to give lectures and | went to him randomly and asked
if | could interview him. | was really burdened with tons of
schoolwork and the Final Exam but with the help of my friends
and seniors, | was able to finish the article. It was a valuable
experience from which | leamed a lot. Next time, | hope | could



come up with a much better article!

[lapanese] Yoon)ae, Na

It was a hard time writing all the articles on my own. It took
several hours for me to write the article, and translate it into
Japanese, But, | think this was very rewarding, because | could
use all the words freely, and everybody in the school will read
my article. It was a great experience for me.

[lapanese] Yelin, Kim

Writing was really daunting, but | appreciate this experience. |
thank for the Aya and Hitomi teachers and those who
participated in my interview. It was fun and joyous!

[Chinese] KyeongWon, Park

BEHERTEFENNE, BHAESRAETEZFMMNSENE Ex%
HiRS%A, REE—AEH HBELPHETLEAR BRTLUFR
B LA E MRS IR, HLUSNESE HESH A IIERTE,
EHEERNNE,

[Chinese] Sunjin, Kim

EMNEHIE-KFEHesRERAKKFE, EER. TH, AhiX
ERE—XBTOPNOTCHEM L E, ARSI EZFHAHEEH
(A& EEBA M BT SR SR RSP LR E S EEIR
KR,

[Views] SungHo, Park

As the only senior member, | strived to provide an epitome of an
exceptional article for Topnotch journalists of the future. | am not
sure if | have succeeded, but TOPNOTCH ROCKS anyway.
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